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To Friends across the Lordsbridge Network,  

Welcome to the latest Lordsbridge Life. It’s got a new look, and a new impetus on sharing stories 

from across the team. One of our hopes for the network is that we cultivate de-centralised 

connections in all sorts of formal and informal ways, as we all learn from one another and support 

each other. We hope that sharing stories from across the team will help that. 

There is no hiding from the fact that this comes to you at a hugely difficult time for society, for the 

Church (CofE institution), and for churches (especially as we face the prospect of a long team vicar 

vacancy). The huge economic fallout, the necessity of coming out of lockdown, and the continuing 

need to suppress the virus are difficult (competing) aims to manage and will affect all our lives for 

some time. 

As churches we have a significant role to play in our 

communities, drawing alongside those finding things 

tough, helping the social fabric that has been torn down 

be re-made. We also create that vital space for 

encounter with Jesus Christ and with the Love that 

holds us through this storm. We can only do this by 

bringing out of the storehouse treasures ‘new and old’ 

(as last week’s Gospel reading put it).  

 

With such thinking in mind planning for September onward 

has begun across the team (in a provisional kind of way of 

course) in earnest. Personally, I have oscillated between 

feeling energised about the opportunities for thinking 

differently, for innovation and creativity - that any crisis 

opens up - and despondency as the unknowns and the 

difficulties across our society weigh me down.  

 

Perhaps others can relate to this sea-saw ride! In all this, God is not so much ‘on’ the sea-saw with 

us (that would make it go up and down even more), but the ground under our feet supporting us as 

we soar high or fall down to earth in turn. 

Grace and Peace 

David Newton  

 

“We create that vital 
space for encounter with 
Jesus Christ and with 
the Love that holds us 
through this storm” 
 

“God is not so much ‘on’ 

the sea-saw with us but 

the ground under our 

feet supporting us as we 

soar high or fall down to 

earth in turn.” 

 



Lordsbridge Life August/September 2020 
 

 2 
 

A year in review – by Paul Garnell  

I was invited by David to write and share a few highlights of 

‘Lordsbridge Life’ so far… 

Casting my mind back to July 2019, was a significant period of 

change and transition.  Moving home, which despite being nothing 

new for us Garnell’s was a bittersweet moment.  The leaving behind 

of established friendships and a familiar routine, to the anticipated 

excitement and joy of beginning full-time, multi-parish ministry.  

Owen would remain at Fenstanton Primary School for his final year, 

which sadly at the point of writing, he finds himself, like many other 

children in his final week at school - prevented from enjoying the 

traditional farewell and end-of-year celebrations.  Instead, the school plans to host a virtual party!  Owen has 

a place at St Bede’s in Cambridge and is looking forward to starting there in September. 

Our family has expanded rather considerably since our arrival.  First 

with Monty dog, our little, long, and cheeky dachshund.  And then 

more recently, the arrival of Koh, Bow, Ace, Gem, BFG and Jet.  A 

random but delightful adopted family of chicks.  God only knows that 

after two more years we might be able to bring to life the story of 

Noah’s Ark – quite literally! 

Ministry life continues to present numerous opportunities for learning, 

which up until March a typical week consisted of Sunday and mid-

week services – leading and preaching across five parishes: 

Hardwick, Dry Drayton, Coton, Lt and Gt Eversden.  In addition, I 

have enjoyed assisting Clare Bigg at Tuesday Mornings (or as I prefer to call it, ‘Toddler Church’).  Our time 

begins with the children enjoying some free play, then a song and interactive story from the bible, snack time 

and more free play.  Similarly, I have appreciated the link with Dry Drayton School; leading the weekly 

collective worship and then returning on Fridays to support the children with reading and developing their 

understanding of spirituality and encountering God through prayer and the world around them, followed 

usually by a game of football, relays or practicing my skipping skills during break time. 

Thankfully, during lockdown both Tuesday Mornings and the school collective worship have been able to 

continue via Zoom.  

Since March and with the departure of Becca, I have become lead 

minister for funerals and interim-lead minister for St Peter’s in Coton with 

the much appreciated support of both Alison and the PCC.  It has been a 

privilege to spend a little more time here, where I have been able to raise 

the profile of the church community via Facebook and through the local 

Coton-Network.  A group initially established to support those who are 

shielding with food and medicine supplies.  I was pleased to play my part 

in this regard, collecting medication and providing a delivery service.  The 

Network has now expanded beyond its primary purpose to include a 

whole range of services, but most importantly has kept the village and 

those who are isolated - connected. 

Finally, A BIG ‘thank you’ to all of you for the welcome, love and generosity 

we continue to receive. 

With our love and blessings, Paul (Sonia and Owen) 

People Fully Alive: We praise and thank you, God of the journey, for all your gifts to us in the past.  We look 
to you as fellow-traveller and faithful companion on the way ahead.  Shelter and protect us from all harm and 
anxiety; give us grace to let go of all that holds us back; and grant us courage to meet the new life you have 
promised us – in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen+ 
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Lordsbridge Lives – Sarah and Tim Rittman 

Tim and Sarah Rittman reflect on the lockdown changes brought to them and their family.  

Tim’s work pattern as a Neurologist and Neuroscientist changed to shift work, after three weeks joining those 

on the Covid-19 front line. Sarah was halfway through her first year as a trainee Licenced Lay Minister, 

specialising in Children and Families, and her training moved to Zoom rather than residential. Life for Aidan 

(9) and Gregory (6) switched from going to school and spending time with their friends and activities, to home 

learning and spending all day together.  

Tim took on extra responsibilities at Addenbrookes. This involved a turn 

taking charge of the neurology wards, including a neurology ward for 

people with Covid-19. Whilst Addenbrookes had prepared well, there were 

still challenges in communicating with people whilst wearing full PPE, and 

keeping relatives up to date who were unable to visit their loved ones. In 

some ways the hospital was less busy than usual, but the patients who 

were admitted were more unwell and the precautions made every job 

much slower and more challenging than usual. 

Tim also works in the memory clinic and runs specialist clinics for other 

cognitive disorders. The lockdown has been particularly hard for many 

people living with dementia. Making diagnoses and difficult treatment decisions 

over the phone rather than in person has been a particularly difficult part of the 

job. Tim’s academic work using computational analysis has carried on much the 

same, only remotely. Juggling a busy academic life alongside increased clinical 

responsibility has meant that lockdown has not been boring! 

All of this meant that the majority of home learning fell to Sarah. Each day started 

with a run or a cycle, to burn off some energy ready to learn, and lots of learning 

outside. Sarah focused school hours on the children and after school hours on 

church work: once the vacancy started, Sarah joined the interim ministry team 

in Haslingfield. Essays had to be written in the evening or weekends. On Fridays 

the boys went to school as keyworker children so Sarah could do her job as a 

session work teacher for children outside mainstream education. Teaching in 

lockdown meant delivering work, having a chat on the doorstep then supporting 

by phone and online, which was difficult for children who already found learning hard.  

Attending the block teaching weeks at Ridley Hall College normally means going to the site, but during 

lockdown this moved to Zoom. An assignment of writing and analysing a lament psalm lent itself well to the 

Covid-19 situation and made the study more relevant! We were very blessed that Tim could take the time off 

to look after the children: the fact that he was not called back to the hospital during block weeks was an 

answer to prayer. 

There are many things to be thankful for, including prayer 

support from many Church friends, especially Tim’s frontline 

work. We are thankful that none of us fell ill, and that Tim has 

been able to volunteer for the Oxford Covid vaccine trial and we 

pray that a vaccine will soon be available. We have seen the 

best of our community coming together to support those who 

are vulnerable and in need. 

Once lockdown eased, Aidan and Gregory returned to school 

fulltime, and things became gradually easier. Tim’s work 

pattern is now almost back to normal. Sarah is still working on 

her essays and supporting the Church in Haslingfield. We are 

all looking forward to going away in August for a break, and to 

reflect on this strange time once it is over.  

 

Tim getting ready for work 

during lockdown 

Tim – the first doctor in Cambridge to take part in the 

Oxford COVID vaccine trial 

The Rittman family celebrating Easter 

during lockdown 
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Food for thought… 

During the Coronavirus pandemic, various projects have stepped up to the plate to meet the need of those  

in their communities who have found themselves in difficult times. Fiona Whelan explains how the church in 

Caldecote has been instrumental in helping feed families during the last few months.   

 

Last summer, with a grant from the Sitwell Trust, 

the church provided weekly food hampers to 

help provide extra meals to families whose 

children normally accessed free school meals 

during term time. We started with two families 

using the scheme and each week we provided 

them with the ingredients and recipes to make 

five meals. The original idea was to run the 

scheme each summer to help with the extra food 

costs incurred during the long school holiday 

period. 

Last summer seems such a long time ago and 

so much has changed since then! 

In the run up to the Easter school holidays the 

country went into lockdown and many more 

people experienced financial hardship. The Church brought the scheme forward and helped to provide meals 

for five families. The weekly hamper proved to be a little “eclectic” for a while with many items being rationed 

and unavailable in the shops. My kitchen turned into a production line each week as we received a large shop 

for anything up to 10 families (with some for my self-shielding neighbours) and we repacked everything ready 

to be redistributed. The dreaded unmentionable words in the house soon became “substituted products” and 

we rejoiced each week as we managed to book an online delivery slot. We cheered on the rare occasions we 

received toilet rolls and liquid hand soap. I think there was considerable divine intervention as we managed 

to secure a delivery slot each week when many others couldn’t!  

The scheme ran for longer than the Easter holiday 

because the children didn’t return to school and it 

was soon replaced by a scheme run by village 

volunteers. This provided a fruit and veg hamper to 

those who wanted one and villagers donated to a 

foodbank from which we were able to deliver some 

goods each week to supplement the packed lunches 

the school was providing during “term  time”.  

Thanks to some powerful lobbying from the 

Manchester United footballer Marcus Rashford the 

Government voucher scheme has been extended to 

cover the summer vacation and families will receive 

a £15 Government Voucher each week to use at local 

supermarkets. This has meant that we have decided 

to adapt the scheme this year and provide families with a £15 Morrisons voucher each week to use in 

conjunction with their other voucher. 

South Cambs District Council have also helped with an initiative that provides families with a cooked meal 

each week and some of you may have seem Cllr Tumi Hawkins out and about delivering them each Thursday.  

It has been heartening to see people pull together during such difficult times to help their neighbours. Letting 

our faith speak through our actions. 
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Lordsbridge in Lockdown 

The following video is an attempt to try and capture a snapshot of what has gone on in the Lordsbridge Team 

during lockdown. This will not cover everything that has happened, but will hopefully give a flavour of our 

collective experience of the last few months 

 

Looking ahead! 

The church buildings of the Lordsbridge Team were recently closed for one of the longest single periods in 

living memory. But, as we as a society begin to come to terms with what living in a post-COVID world might 

mean, so we as a team must look at how we reopen the doors of the church to meet together physically. 

Some of this has already begun - services have already started over the month of August. Some of them 

have looked slightly different to what we had before – meeting outside coupled with the current restrictions 

around singing, personal interaction etc… We’ve had to be flexible and adaptable, ready to change at a 

moments notice and take a different route if needed. And so, as we move into autumn and winter, we will all 

need to demonstrate the flexibility, adaptability and good grace we have shown so far, as we move into yet 

more unknown times.  

The Core Team have been planning the months ahead and have planned services for the next few months 

into the autumn. This plan is a hybrid model, developed by the team for use across the team as we benefit 

from pooled resources and expertise. There will be physical services in all 11 parishes as well as a 

continuation of the written Worship at Home resources and new to September onwards, the trial of audio 

services delivered on a weekly basis. We are also exploring the possibility of Night Prayer as a weekly service. 

There are also plans afoot for other congregations and groups in the team, for instance Messy Church or 

weekday parent and toddler groups. Reintroduction of these groups will be managed on a case by case basis 

working with the local leaders and organisers. Details of all of these services and groups will be distributed 

to organisers of worship in all parishes and will then be locally circulated.  

As with everything that is organised in the current climate, all plans are subject to change so please do keep 

an eye out for the local emails, bulletins and noitces about what is planned in your part of the Lordsbridge 

Team.  
 

https://youtu.be/Yu3NYNW0D6s
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Across the team 

Please see below for some news and updates of things happening across the Lordsbridge Team as well as 

links to some resources the team has produced during lockdown.  

Team Update! 

During lockdown we said 

goodbye to Becca and the 

Gilbert family as they moved 

to new pastures in Cumbria. 

The parishes of Barton, 

Coton, Harlton and 

Haslingfield entered a period 

of vacancy and, having 

hoped that this would be a short period of time, due to a Diocesan 

pause on recruitment, the vacancy looks set to be longer than once 

expected.  

However, in an example of how we operate as a team of churches, 

the impact of this unexpected delay has been shared across the 

team – whether it be existing team vicars continuing in interim care 

of parishes or in the mobilising of local ministry teams to oversee 

the work of churches, everyone has done their bit to ensure we 

continue to serve the communities in vacancy.  

It has also led, in part, to us welcoming Priscilla Slusar who 

becomes interim lead minister in Haslingfield. Priscilla comes with 

a wealth of knowledge and experience having worked as a teacher 

and head teacher in secondary schools before training for the 

church and she joins us having recently moved back to Cambridge 

having retired from her position as Rector of the Bernwode 

Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford.  

We are incredibly grateful to Priscilla for coming to join the team 

and look forward to working with her in the coming season.  

 

 

 

                                                    

St Mary's Hardwick 

Dry Drayton Church 

St Mary's Comberton 

All Saints, Haslingfield 

St Peter's, Coton 

The Eversdens 

St Peter's Barton 

Caldecote Church 

Harlton Church 
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Recently the Lordsbridge Team 

have moved online. When our 

churches had to close their 

doors we tried to find new ways 

 
to encourage, resource and enable worship in the home. One way we did 

this was by expanding into creating a Lordsbridge Team YouTube 

channel. Why not search for “Lordsbridge Team” on YouTube and 

browse the various things we have up there?  

Another aspect to the Team's online presence can be found by visiting 

Team Rector, Alison Myers’ blog where regular reflections and 

resources are posted.  It can be found here - Alison's Blog 

  

 

Available 24 hours a day – FREE Phone line 

 

Why not check out 
the Lordsbridge 
Team website at 

www.lordsbridge.org  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/StMarysHardwick/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1137971536334162/
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryscomberton/
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsChurchHaslingfield/
https://www.facebook.com/CotonMessyChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1610583099203065/
https://www.facebook.com/bartonstpeters/
https://www.facebook.com/caldecotechurch/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Harlton-Church/527534371044667
https://hcddvicar.wordpress.com/
http://www.lordsbridge.org/
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