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The Church’s prayer (Collect) for the second Sunday after Trinity 

Faithful Creator, 
whose mercy never fails: 
deepen our faithfulness to you 
and to your living Word, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Bible readings and reflection for Sunday 21st June 2020, The second 
Sunday after Trinity  

Today’s Psalm: Psalm 69: 8-11, 18-20 
The ancient practice of saying psalms – something that Jesus would have done – lets us hear 
the voices of the Hebrew people, our ancestors in faith, as they bring the circumstances of 
their lives before God in praise, prayer, thanksgiving or lament.   

8 I have become a stranger to my kindred, 

    an alien to my mother’s children. 
9 It is zeal for your house that has consumed me; 

    the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me. 
10 When I humbled my soul with fasting, 

    they insulted me for doing so. 
11 When I made sackcloth my clothing, 

    I became a byword to them. 
18 Draw near to me, redeem me, 

    set me free because of my enemies. 
19 You know the insults I receive, 

    and my shame and dishonour; 

    my foes are all known to you. 
20 Insults have broken my heart, 

    so that I am in despair. 

I looked for pity, but there was none; 

    and for comforters, but I found none. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning is 
now and shall be for ever.  Amen 
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Today’s reading from the Old Testament: Jeremiah 20: 7-13 

Jeremiah has just been released from the stocks where he had been imprisoned because of 
the message he had brought.  Here, he speaks to God of his experience, beginning with a 
complaint. 
 
7 O Lord, you have enticed me, 

    and I was enticed; 

you have overpowered me, 

    and you have prevailed. 

I have become a laughing-stock all day long; 

    everyone mocks me. 
8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out, 

    I must shout, ‘Violence and destruction!’ 

For the word of the Lord has become for me 

    a reproach and derision all day long. 
9 If I say, ‘I will not mention him, 

    or speak any more in his name’, 

then within me there is something like a burning fire 

    shut up in my bones; 

I am weary with holding it in, 

    and I cannot. 
10 For I hear many whispering: 

    ‘Terror is all around! 

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’ 

    All my close friends 

    are watching for me to stumble. 

‘Perhaps he can be enticed, 

    and we can prevail against him, 

    and take our revenge on him.’ 
11 But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; 

    therefore my persecutors will stumble, 

    and they will not prevail. 

They will be greatly shamed, 

    for they will not succeed. 

Their eternal dishonour 

    will never be forgotten. 
12 O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, 

    you see the heart and the mind; 
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let me see your retribution upon them, 

    for to you I have committed my cause. 
13 Sing to the Lord; 

    praise the Lord! 

For he has delivered the life of the needy 

    from the hands of evildoers. 

For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 

Today’s reading from the gospels: Matthew 10: 24-39 
This is part of Jesus’ discourse to the twelve in Matthew’s gospel, as he prepares them to be 
sent out in mission to the surrounding villages. 
 
24 ‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple 

to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 

Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 

Whom to Fear 

26 ‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing 

secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you 

hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 

kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows 

sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. 30 And 

even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 

many sparrows. 

32 ‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 

heaven. 

Not Peace, but a Sword 

34 ‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but 

a sword. 

35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 

and a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
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37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and 

follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their 

life for my sake will find it. 

For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 

 
A reflection for the second Sunday after Trinity by Revd David Newton, Team 
Vicar and lead minister in Caldecote, Comberton and Toft. 
 
Poor Jeremiah! I do feel for this reluctant prophet. We meet him today complaining (yet 
again) about his lot. 
 
Judah and Jerusalem are threatened by the ever-expanding Babylonian Empire. King 
Nebuchadnezzar is breathing down their necks and plotting take over. The people of Judah 
can feel it. They want their prophet to stand up, and say, ‘Don’t worry, the LORD will fight 
for you. The walls of Jerusalem will not tumble. As in the days of Gideon, 300 can take on a 
mighty army.’ 
 
Unfortunately, this is not the word Jeremiah has been given. He speaks of Babylonian 
captivity, of the plundering of Jerusalem, of the importance of surrendering rather than 
putting up a fight. And, quite naturally, the people do not like it one little bit!  
 
So, Jeremiah cries out to God. ‘You’ve made me a laughing stock… all I do is shout about 
‘violence and destruction’… and so those around me are plotting my demise.’ Poor 
Jeremiah.  
 
His lot was to give unpopular and unpalatable words. His lot was to give words that no one 
wanted to hear.  
 
He is not the only one giving unpopular messages. Enter stage right Jesus of Nazareth. Here 
– we might think – is the prophet who proclaims, ‘freedom for prisoners, sight to the blind, 
the year of Jubilee.’ That sounds good! Yet, Jesus also declares that he has come to bring 
the sword and not peace, division and not unity, that anyone who wants to find their life 
must lose it. 
 
Another unpopular message. It is not really what the masses wanted to hear. These are hard 
words to listen to, and naturally, it is easier to just turn aside, to assume he – and Jeremiah 
– are talking rubbish.  
 
But there is another option… to listen in and to listen all the more carefully. 
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If we do that, the first thing we might discover is that neither Jeremiah nor Jesus are giving 
these hard words gleefully. Jeremiah does not want the destruction of Jerusalem. Jesus 
does not desire division. What they desire is the kingdom of God. Equity, Justice, Love, 
Peace. But, both Jeremiah and Jesus, are (if you will) ‘keeping it real.’ They are speaking 
about how things are, not how they wish them to be.  
 
It is often easier to live in fantasy land, to think all is well when it is not, and to close our 
ears to injustice, righteous anger, or suffering. Jesus and Jeremiah both refuse to do that. 
They both say closing our ears to such cries is the way of death. 
 
In Jeremiah 21, we hear of ‘the way of life and the way death’ presented to the people. The 
way of death is to pretend that all is okay, that Jerusalem will somehow defeat Babylon. The 
way of life is (crazily) through surrender.  
 
In the Gospel, we hear that those who want to secure their own life at the expense of 
others, those who want to make sure they are okay (even if the world burns) are on the 
path of death. Paradoxically, life comes from giving it away!  
 
Unpopular messages indeed, but always and forever to give life, always and forever about 
bringing freedom, always and forever about establishing the Kingdom.  
We too have a choice between the way of life and the way of death. We can shut our eyes 
to the prophets of the day, the unpopular messages we do not want to hear, the injustices 
we would rather not deal with. Or we can hear the words of judgement as the entry point 
into life. 
 
So, uncomfortable as it may be, we – as the church and as individuals – must recognise the 
ways in which we have been caught up in systemic racism. As individuals we need to face up 
to the fact that our “natural” ways of thinking are socially conditioned to be full of 
unconscious racist assumptions. As the church and as a society we need to face up to the 
ways our institutions unwittingly make it harder for Black and Minority Ethnic groups to 
succeed.  
 
Such issues are quite rightly top of the agenda right now in the wake of the death of George 
Floyd, but we need to remain open to other “hard words” too. I am currently reading a book 
called Invisible Women. It details how our society has – unconsciously and unwittingly – 
been set up for men, based upon what the author calls ‘the default male’. It is not fun 
reading, and it makes me feel very uncomfortable. But to pretend all is okay, that feminism 
has accomplished its goals, is to live in a fantasy land and walk the way of death.  
 
Life is found in being prepared to hear – and respond to – uncomfortable truths.  
 
Let me take this thought on one final, very different, tack. My year as a PGCE student 
(training to be a teacher) was probably the hardest year of my life. The worst moment was 
when my university professor came in to watch me teach in my placement school. It went 
horrendously, and I was absolutely taken to task. I felt appalling, I felt a failure. The Easter 



The parishes of Barton, Caldecote with Childerley, Comberton,  
Coton, Dry Drayton, Great and Little Eversden,  

Hardwick, Harlton, Haslingfield and Toft 

   
 

6 

 

holidays soon followed, and I spent two weeks with my head down, considering the 
feedback I had been given and working out what I was going to do differently next term. I 
came back and something had clicked, things fell into place and I began to enjoy my time. I 
found my feet. The point is simple. I would never have got there at all had I not been pulled 
apart. It was uncomfortable, but life was found in the re-making.  
 
If we are serious when we say that death and resurrection are at the heart of our faith, then 
we need to be prepared to be taken apart and put back together again and again.  
 
The path to life, to that resurrection life that Jesus calls us to, leads through “death”. So, will 
we hear those words that make us uncomfortable? Will we listen to those words of 
judgement, when we would rather live in fantasy land and pretend all is okay? In doing so, 
we might just find life. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 


