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The Church’s prayer, Bible readings and reflection  
for Sunday 14th June 2020, The first Sunday after Trinity  

The Church’s prayer (Collect) for today 

God of truth, 
help us keep your law of love 
and to walk in ways of wisdom, 
that we may find true life 
in Jesus Christ your Son.  Amen    (Common Worship, Alternative Collect) 

Today’s Psalm: Psalm 100 
The ancient practice of saying psalms – something that Jesus would have done – lets us hear 
the voices of the Hebrew people, our ancestors in faith, as they bring the circumstances of 
their lives before God in praise, prayer, thanksgiving or lament.   

All Lands Summoned to Praise God 

A Psalm of thanksgiving. 

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
2     Worship the Lord with gladness; 

      come into his presence with singing. 
3 Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he that made us, and we are his; 

    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise. 

    Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
5 For the Lord is good; 

    his steadfast love endures for ever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning is 
now and shall be for ever.  Amen 
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Today’s reading from the Epistles: Romans 5:1-8  
This passage is taken from the ancient writings of St Paul to the early church in Rome.  It is 
part of a larger discourse in which Paul is describing the impact and significance of the death 
of Jesus Christ. 
 

5 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 

our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will 

anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually 

dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 

For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 

Today’s reading from the gospels: Matthew 9:35 – 10:8 

The Harvest Is Great, the Labourers Few 

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 

few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’ 

The Twelve Apostles 

10 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to 

cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve 

apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 

his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son 

of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed 

him. 

The Mission of the Twelve 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, 

and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As 
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you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” 8 Cure the sick, raise 

the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without 

payment. 

For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 

A reflection for the first Sunday after Trinity by Rev Tricia Troughton, retired 
Baptist minister, member of the Church in Toft and of the Lordsbridge Team 
Chapter. 
 

A reflection for June 14th 2020 - 12th Sunday after ‘lockdown’!    
 
What is going on?  Lord, please reveal yourself to us – 21st Century Christians perplexed and 
anxious, longing for restoration of life as we used to know it…… or a new revelation - the 
beginning of a new era brought about by a new appreciation/understanding of global 
politics; economics; the need for Racial equality; the sharing of scientific and medical 
knowledge for the good of all; a care of the planet that recognises how easily its balance can 
be destroyed, and life-forms destroyed or mutated.   
 
What have we been learning through the past twelve weeks?  What has been of greatest 
comfort?  What has been challenging physically, mentally or emotionally?  Where are we 
spiritually as we have lived through the last weeks of Lent, the Last Supper, Good Friday, 
Resurrection Easter Sunday…. a long wait for fearful locked-in disciples waiting for ‘The Gift 
of the Holy Spirit’.  Reliving the gift of the Spirit at Pentecost, the fulfilment of God’s 
promised self-giving at Trinity…. 
 
The first Sunday of Trinity……. through some 2020 years do we believe ‘God is working his 
purpose out as year succeeds to year’?    Have we discovered (maybe through new 
horticultural endeavours) ‘vainly we wait for the harvest, til God gives life to the seed’?  and 
that ‘all we can do is nothing worth unless God blesses the deed’? 
 
I have discovered so many things I possibly half-knew e.g. 
The wonder and comfort of music…. the way  it can speak to our moods – lifting and 
carrying us to different places in our spirits. 
The faithfulness of friends who keep in touch recognising our need for connection. 
The joy of walking through the beautiful spring/summer countryside in the company of 
dogs. 
The ability, or otherwise, to make use of modern technologies to Zoom with family, friends 
and even a cello teacher! 
The way that the church, without walls, can continue in spirit via air waves of which I have 
no understanding. 
The way my mood is affected by little things….. weariness, the weather, misunderstandings, 
the diet I choose – not only of food, but of entertainment and the media. 
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To be able to appreciate the privilege of living in comfort day by day; and to believe that 
God, who is love, is not somehow removed, a spectator to our fears and to the misery of 
millions on the planet, but is intrinsically bound up with us as Creator, Saviour and 
Comforter…… who is Alpha and Omega….. the beginning and the end…… 
 

ooooOoooo 
 
This week, needing some new reading matter, I turned to a book on my Kindle that has been 
there for some time….. Melvyn Bragg’s ‘Twelve books that changed the World’    
 
For some reason I looked up someone about whom I know/understand very little….  
Sir Isaac Newton was born on Christmas Day in 1642 – the son of an illiterate farmer in 
Lincolnshire (who died three months before Isaac’s birth), brought up by his maternal 
grandmother, educated at Grantham Grammar School, and then Trinity College, Cambridge 
in 1661 at the age of 19. Sir Isaac was ‘a true believer’ though apparently an unorthodox 
Anglican.  In 1664 he wrote ‘Plato is my friend, Aristotle is my friend, but my best friend is 
truth’ 
 
Many of you will know far more than I about Newton’s explorations, discoveries and impact 
on many areas of ‘natural philosophy’ or science that continue to be the foundation of the 
modern world…… fixed laws that govern the way life works, and inform present day 
research.   Lord Rees, the Astronomer Royal, has said ‘I think most scientists would probably 
say that Newton may well be the most outstanding scientific intellect of all time’. 
 
You may not know something I came across that caused me to concentrate harder and 
about which I felt a real sense of thrill.    
 
In 1665, the Plague was rife in England, causing terrible suffering and death.   The University 
of Cambridge was closed for two years, so Isaac Newton (aged 23) returned home to 
Woolsthorpe.  He continued to think, read, and, particularly to use his imagination for many 
hours each day.  He said he arrived at the theory of gravity by ‘thinking on it continuously’, 
and also,  ‘In the two plague years I was in the prime of my age for invention and minded 
mathematics and philosophy more than any time since’.  Newton returned to Cambridge in 
1667 and was appointed Professor of Mathematics at the age of 27. Out of that two years of 
plague came the thinking that formed the basis of Newton’s   ‘Naturalis Principia 
Mathematica’ published in 1687. 
 
At the end of his life, having been accepted at court, knighted, appointed Master of the 
Bank of England….. and continuing his influence to this day….. Newton said ‘I do not know 
what I may appear to the world, but to myself I seem to have been only like a boy playing on 
a sea-shore, and diverting myself now and then finding a smoother pebble or a prettier shell 
than the ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all unknown before me’. 
 

ooooOoooo 
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I wonder how far we are able to allow ourselves to think, imagine, pray and make choices 
‘outside the box’ of the current confusion, the misleading statistics, the gloom and doom. 
 
Maybe we should take heart from the story of Isaac Newton and believe that God hasn’t 
ceased to be involved in his world, his universe, but is allowing something to happen that will 
revolutionise the future and bring about his hidden and mysterious purposes – ‘working out 
his purpose as year succeeds to year’. 
 

ooooOoooo 
 

The gospel reading for today reminds us of the remedy of God in Christ, for a broken world, 
for broken human lives…… the message of it weaves like a golden thread through the whole 
of the Bible….. the essentials of the kingdom for which we pray every time we recite ‘The 
Lord’s Prayer’   
 
God’s manifesto was set out in Micah 6.8 ‘He has shown you, O man, what is good.  And 
what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God’. 
 
Jesus came in poverty, as an outcast refugee child, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah ‘The 
Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ Luke 4.18-19  
 
And as his ministry began he shared it with his disciples, helping them to see truth: ‘The 
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest field.’ Matt.9.37-38 
 
There follows a list of former fishermen, tax collectors – an unlikely group of fallible human 
beings, including one whose broken, skewed vision was to bring about Jesus’ betrayal… and 
ultimately the death that leads us to LIFE. 
 
Jesus’ motivation was the compassion he felt as he considered crowds who followed him on 
foot - seeking truth and healing of every kind ‘Like sheep without a shepherd – harassed and 
helpless’ 
 

ooooOoooo 
 
To those disciples, he pointed first to those who really should have recognised and followed 
him - ‘the Lost Sheep of Israel’.  The disciples are to offer healing, release, even resurrection 
without payment…… this is GOOD NEWS for the broken world of Jesus’ time and society,  this 
is the GOOD NEWS that we have seen unfolding over the past two millennia, and this is GOOD 
NEWS for us too. 
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We have a purpose for our praying; motivation for our corporate, out-going life. We carry 
hope to today’s world, broken as it is to its core, and yet, still so magnificently beautiful, 
unfathomable and precious.  And we live in the era when all the resources of Creator God, 
Saviour Christ, and Comforter Holy Spirit are present and longing to equip and encourage 
us…….  
 
If our government has been surprised at the degree of compliance in our country – motivated 
by fear of disease and death, (and concern for our key workers)….. let us surprise GOD with 
our willingness to OBEY HIM…. Motivated by love and loyalty… that obedience ultimately 
leads to LIFE that is without end.   For all who respond to it.   
 

 


