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Worship at Home for Ascension Day 
 
To worship in your household, choose a specific place - perhaps somewhere you can light a candle, 

and where you, and those joining you, can sit together undisturbed. Choose a time when you can be 

unhurried. Then read slowly through the service sheet, praying the prayers as you go.  If you are with 

others, then one of you will need to take the lead and say the words in normal type with the other(s) 

reading the ‘All’ parts in bold.  If it is just you, then read the phrases marked ‘All’, but you might 

need to adapt them a little. Some people find it helps to read the prayers and responses aloud, even on 

their own. The Bible readings and the Reflection, and the Prayers for others (intercessions) will be 

provided separately, and there are prompts in this service for you to read, ponder and/or pray them.  

At any point, you could pause to look at the family activities, or do them later instead – whatever age 

you are!  You might also want to play a piece of music at the start or later, or just sit in silence. Find 

what works for you and don’t worry if you get the giggles because it seems a bit strange at first – it 

happens. Just do what you can! 

 

Gathering to worship God 
 
  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Opening words 
We are scattered in our different places  
and different lives,  
yet we all can meet with the same God  
and recognise his presence with us now. 

 
Silence 
 
 With others unseen, as members of the people of God, we take time with him today 
All Let us worship him together. 
 

Hymn: Hail the day that sees him rise 
If you would like to listen or sing then click on this link. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=casA8_8byUI&list=PLrSvx3hkFsWFyFA06TCStMXPLWE5eIQuv&index=5
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The Ascension Day Reading: Acts. 1:1-11 
The Ascension Day service traditionally has a reading of the story of the Ascension near the 
beginning of the service. This reading is part of the introduction to the book of the Acts of 
the Apostles.  The book of Acts was written by Luke and ‘the first book’ referred to here is his 
gospel.  This is the sequel, and with this passage he sets the scene for the stories of the early 
church and the Holy Spirit’s work. 
 

1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over 

the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While 

staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 

promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 5 for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.’ 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While 

he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them. 11 They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 

in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 

 
Words of prayer for forgiveness 
 

Forgive us, Lord, 
when we are rooted to the earth, 
unable to see beyond the present, 
blind to the glory of your presence. 
 
We become engrossed in what is happening now 
and forget all that you yet have in store for us. 
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We are concerned with what is 
immediate, temporary, and short lived 
that we leave ourselves no time 
for the things that are eternal and full of your love. 

  
Lift up our heads, 
that we may see Christ in all his glory 
and all things in their true perspective.  

All:   Amen. 
 

Words of praise 
 

Thanks and praise to you, 
Jesus Christ, Lord of all, 
given the name above every other name. 
Jesus, Lord of all, 

All: we worship and adore you. 
 

King of righteousness, King of peace, 
enthroned at the right hand of Majesty on high; 
Jesus, Lord of all, 

All: we worship and adore you. 
 

Great high priest,  
living for ever to intercede for us; 
Jesus, Lord of all, 

All: we worship and adore you. 
 

Pioneer of our salvation, you bring us to glory 
through your death and resurrection; 
Jesus, Lord of all, 

All: we worship and adore you. 
Every knee bows to you; 
every tongue confesses, you are Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The Church’s Prayer for today 
 

Risen Christ, 
You have raised our human nature 
to the throne of heaven: 
help us to seek and serve you, 
that we may join you at the Father’s side, 
where you reign with the Spirit in glory, now and forever. 

All:   Amen. 



The parishes of Barton, Caldecote with Childerley, Comberton,  
Coton, Dry Drayton, Great and Little Eversden,  

Hardwick, Harlton, Haslingfield and Toft 

 

 

4 

 

Reading and Responding to God’s Word  
 
The Psalm for Ascension Day: Psalm 93 
 
1 The LORD is king, he is robed in majesty; 

    the LORD is robed, he is girded with strength. 

He has established the world; it shall never be moved; 
2 

    your throne is established from of old; 

    you are from everlasting. 
3 The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 

    the floods have lifted up their voice; 

    the floods lift up their roaring. 
4 More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 

    more majestic than the waves[a] of the sea, 

    majestic on high is the LORD! 
5 Your decrees are very sure; 

    holiness befits your house, 

    O LORD, for evermore. 

Footnotes 

a. Psalm 93:4 Cn: Heb majestic are the waves 

 
All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
  As it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen 

 
A reading from the Gospels: Luke 24:44-end 
 
44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 

psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 46 and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 

is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are 

witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 

high.’ 

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven. 52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and 

they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+93&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-15431a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+93&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-15431
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Reflection on Acts 1.1-11 and Luke 24.44-53 by Canon Sue Wyatt, Rural Dean 
of Bourn Deanery and member of the Lordsbridge Team Chapter 

 
There is much talk, quite rightly, about us living in extraordinary and unprecedented times. 
Today’s Gospel reading is the final part of Luke’s first book, which is an ‘orderly account of 
the events that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those 
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word’ (Luke1.1b,2). It is an 
account of extraordinary and unprecedented times and events. 
 
Today, the Festival of the Ascension, marks one of those extraordinary events – Jesus’s last 
post-resurrection appearance to the disciples. Over the previous forty days Jesus had 
appeared from time to time to his followers – sometimes to individuals, sometimes to some 
or all of the disciples, even at one time to more than 500 (1 Corinthians 15.6). 
 
As we celebrate Ascension Day our attention is pulled in two directions. Quite rightly we 
look to Jesus, to his final words to his disciples and to his final act – an act of blessing. We 
are also drawn to look at the disciples. They had begun the forty days locked in a room, 
understandably frightened. By the end of the forty days they have heard the call to be 
witnesses of all they have seen and, even as Jesus withdraws from them, we read of them 
worshipping him.  
 
The forty days after Jesus’s resurrection are certainly extraordinary and unprecedented. In 
that time, the disciples must surely have hung on every word of the Risen Christ; they must 
have talked among themselves about each and every resurrection appearance. In those 
forty days they were changed. They grew in confidence that, in some sense, the risen Jesus 
was with them at all times – whether they could see him or not. Just as we know that the 
sun continues to shine even when it is hidden by clouds, so they ‘knew’ the presence of the 
risen Jesus.  
 
Before his return to the Father, Jesus makes two things clear to the disciples: By ‘opening 
their minds to understand the scriptures’, he makes clear the continuity between his life, 
death and resurrection and those same scriptures; all that had happened was in fulfillment 
of God’s plan. Secondly, he makes clear what their role is to be – they are to be witnesses of 
all they have seen and heard. They are to tell others. There is to be no return to the locked 
room.  Instead, we read that when he had withdrawn from them and was carried up to 
heaven ‘….. they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God’. We need to take a moment to ponder what a huge 
step that was for the disciples, people of Israel, to worship not only God, as their heavenly 
Father, but also Jesus. Early in Luke’s Gospel we read that Jesus’ entry into the world 
precipitates worship in the form of the songs of Zechariah, Mary, Simeon, Anna and the 
angels who appear to the shepherds. Now Jesus’s return to his Father is a cause for worship. 
 
Worship (in song, in study of Scripture, in prayer) and witness are to define this new 
community.  
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This Ascension Day perhaps we can empathise in a new way with the disciples, in the middle 
of this time of extraordinary change in their lives. With hindsight we see all the good that 
came from this time. The disciples response to all that is happening is one of faithfulness. 
The first chapter of Acts describes their initial faithfulness in worship, devoting themselves 
to prayer and waiting for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Then, as we read further, we see their 
faithfulness in their role as witnesses as they take the good news of Jesus to Jerusalem, then 
to the surrounding lands and then to rest of the known world.  
 
The disciples would have had no idea of the future direction of their lives at the time of 
Jesus’s Ascension. What they had was a newly found confidence in who Jesus is – the long-
promised Messiah - and a newly found confidence that he would, somehow, always be with 
them; that all he had promised and taught them in the three previous years could be 
trusted. They still needed to receive God’s Holy Spirit, and they waited, together with other 
of Jesus’s followers, for 10 days, for that next extraordinary event to equip them as Jesus’s 
witnesses in the world and to bring them closer to God in worship. 
 
Even, or perhaps especially, in our own extraordinary and unprecedented times we know 
that same call to worship and to witness. We are being called to do both in new ways. Much 
energy has gone into using modern technology to enable worship to thrive – whether it is 
through Zoom or YouTube services, or similar; or broadcast services on radio or television; 
or printing or emailing Orders of Service, with prayers and reflections for us to follow on our 
own, yet with a sense of being together. (If we feel we are worshipping on our own, we can 
remember that every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer we begin ‘Our Father’ – we do not pray 
alone.) And what of our witness? There is much evidence of Christians finding ways to show 
their care for those in need, reflecting God’s love for their neighbour – sometimes literally 
neighbours who were hardly known to us at the beginning of this year. There is also our 
personal witness to our family and friends, those we remain in contact with, even at a 
distance. This is a time when we are called to be faithful, not least faithful in prayer. 
 
For the past few years churches have encouraged these coming 10 days, between Ascension 
and Pentecost to be a time of prayer – ‘thy Kingdom come’. This year we maybe have a 
greater motivation to be praying and a different rhythm of life that, for some, allows more 
time for prayer. 
 
At some future time we will look back on the pandemic of 2020. I wonder what these times 
will be most remembered for. For some it will be a time always associated with the most 
heart-breaking loss of a loved one, or a time of ill health as they have never known before or 
since. In society, maybe it will be remembered as the time when people began working from 
home more, took to their bicycles, decided to fly less – who knows how long these things 
will last?  
 
What of the Church? It would be easy to focus on the new-found ways of worship and 
witness, and there will undoubtedly be good that comes from that. But how good would it 
be if this were to be remembered as a time when Jesus’s 21st century followers were filled 
with a new found confidence both in who Jesus is and in the promises he made; and as a 
time when that confidence resulted in a new heart to worship him and to be his witnesses. 
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Affirming our faith 
 
All:  Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus  
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim  
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

    cf Philippians 2.6-11 
 

Prayers for others and ourselves 

 
Please use these prayers as a guide and where indicated by ‘…’ please pause and add your 
own words silently or aloud for the places, people and situations for which you particularly 
feel concerned. 
 
Today we join our prayers with those of our Saviour Christ, seeking the Father’s blessing and 
the gifts of the Spirit.   
 

Jesus Christ, great high priest, 
living for ever to intercede for us, 
pray for the Church, your broken body in the world … 
Lord, hear us. 

All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Jesus Christ, king of righteousness, 
enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high, 
pray for the world, and make it subject to your gentle rule … 
Lord, hear us. 

All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Jesus Christ, Son of Man, 
drawing humanity into the life of God, 
pray for your brothers and sisters in need, distress or sorrow … 
Lord, hear us. 

All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation, 
bringing us to glory through your death and resurrection, 
surround with your saints and angels 
those who have died trusting your promises … 
Lord, hear us. 

All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, 
ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, 
pray for us who receive the gifts you give us for work in your service … 
Lord, hear us. 

All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Jesus Christ, 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Hymn: Crown him with many crowns  
If you would like to listen or sing then click on this link. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E91tD8OrkfI&list=PLrSvx3hkFsWFyFA06TCStMXPLWE5eIQuv&index=4&t=0s
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Closing words 
 

Lord and King, 
we give thanks  
that mountain-top resources 
lie waiting in the valley, 
that you are as near in the quiet garden 
as in the busy gatherings, 
that you are the guest at every meal. 
 
We give thanks for the Lordsbridge Team of Churches, 
and for the many households  
and the varied worshipping communities  
of which it consists, 
joined together as 
the Body of Christ in this area. 
 
May we grow together in your love  
and in our witness, 
that in these 11 villages  
your light may shine  
and Your Kingdom come.  

All: Amen 
 

The Grace 
 
All: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
  be with us all, evermore. Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

In the 11 days from Ascension Day until Pentecost Christians of many denominations and 
across the globe are called to pray for their friends, their locality, their nation and the world.  
This year, as we respond to the global pandemic and reshape lives, economies and churches 
in light of what follows, there is more cause than ever to pray for the work of God’s Spirit at 

all levels and in all places - to pray in so many ways ‘Father, thy Kingdom come’.   
 

The clergy team and members of Lordsbridge Churches are offering a range of suggestions 
and opportunities to pray together and separately.  You can find them at 

www.lordbridge.org/thy-kingdom-come 
 

http://www.lordbridge.org/
http://www.lordbridge.org/

