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Bible readings and reflection for Sunday 3rd May 2020, the fourth 
Sunday of Easter  

Today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles: Acts 2: 42-end  

On the Sundays after Easter, as well as a reading from the gospels, we are asked to read 
from the book of Acts. These Easter passages from Acts recount key moments in the earliest 
days after Jesus’ resurrection. In this Sunday’s extract, we read about the early Church, 
beginning their new lives in Christ.  Last Sunday, Peter taught that the answer to the 
question ‘what shall we do?’ is quite simply to repent and to be baptised. This Sunday, we 
hear how those who accepted Peter’s message opened themselves to the teachings of the 
apostles and found a simple yet powerful blueprint for their lives.  
 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

the prayers. 

43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 

apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their 

possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they 

spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 

and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 

the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 

Today’s reading from the gospels: John 10: 1-10  

This morning we hear an extract of Jesus’ teaching some time before his death and 

resurrection.   

10 ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 

another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 

sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 

them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, 

but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ 6 Jesus used this 

figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came 

before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever 
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enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only 

to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  

 

Reflection on Acts 2:42-end and John 10:1-10 by Cathy Michell, Methodist Lay 
Preacher, part of The Church in Toft, and a member of the Lordsbridge Team 
Chapter. 
 

In Toft Methodist church, to the right of the communion table, hangs 
a large and beautiful icon of Jesus the Good Shepherd 'written' by 
local artist Debra Gaadt. I often gaze at this icon, with its burnished 
gold and glowing colours, during services. It is a simple design in the 
modern Coptic style showing the risen Jesus dressed in white and 
red, holding his shepherd's crook and cradling a lamb. A flock gathers 
round his feet, lying in a green pasture beside a blue flowing stream. 
 
This icon draws, of course, on our reading for today from John's 
Gospel. It is such a familiar image for us that it's almost a cliché, like 
the sentimental, soft-focus pictures in our Sunday school books of 
the past.  But it is a striking and evocative image too, even for many 
of us who rarely go near a sheep or get to see real shepherds at work. 
It may remind us of other places in the Bible where this same metaphor is used. The most 
well-known example is in Psalm 23 - 'The Lord's my shepherd'  - and the whole of  Ezekiel 
chapter 34 proclaims God as Israel's shepherd, whilst the same title is also applied by the 
prophet to David in his role as the righteous King (37:24).  In the New Testament the name 
of shepherd is given to the elders of the early church (see John 21:16 where Jesus urges 
Peter to tend and feed His sheep), whilst several epistles also present Christ again as, 'that 
great shepherd of the sheep'. (Heb.13:20; 1 Peter 2:25 and 5:4). Of course, the well-loved 
parable in the gospels of Luke and Matthew of the lost sheep, so often depicted in art and 
icons too, also takes for granted that Jesus is the true shepherd who gently rescues the lost 
and brings them to safety.    
 
The shepherd's task in all ages and places has been to know the sheep and be trusted by 
them, to gather the flock, search for the ones who are lost, tend the injured or sick, guard all 
from attack and lead them to good pasture - a place of peace and sanctuary. The shepherd is 
utterly committed night and day; vigilant, tender, unfailingly the guardian and safe haven of 
the flock and each individual in it. For the sheep, and unlike the thief or hireling, he is even 
ready to lay down his life. No wonder other Biblical sources, as well as John's gospel, reach 
for this particular picture of God and his people, of Jesus and His community – the one 
Shepherd and the one flock. In the strength and care of this good shepherd, we will always 
be able to sing, in all circumstances and particularly during these days of anxiety and 
separation; 



The parishes of Barton, Caldecote with Childerley, Comberton,  
Coton, Dry Drayton, Great and Little Eversden,  

Hardwick, Harlton, Haslingfield and Toft 

   
 

3 

 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 
My soul He doth restore again, 
And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 
E’en for His own name’s sake. 
 
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 
Yet will I fear no ill; 
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 
And staff my comfort still. 
 
But in our John reading today, there is another valuable image deployed that opens up yet 
more insights into the nature of Jesus and his relationship with his followers; 'I am the gate 
for the sheep' (10:7). As the author of the gospel plays with this very Biblical metaphor, we 
can imagine Jesus as the careful shepherd who lays himself down as darkness threatens, to 
block and guard the threshold of the sheep-fold. He is literally the door, the gate, the 
entrance to this place of safety and salvation. It takes us back to the story of Jacob as he 
dreamt of the ladder of angels, with his exclamation, 'This is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven.' (Gen. 28:17). It  is resonant of Jesus's story about the 
eye of the needle, that narrow gate through which only those who love God may pass 
(Matthew 19:24); and it reminds us of the book of Revelation's, 'I looked, and there in 
heaven a door stood open'.  Here Jesus is both the gate and the one who ensures that we 
can safely pass through it to the good things beyond. Like a solid door He is himself  the 
defence against danger,  and He is 'the way', the means of crossing the threshold and 
entering into what John describes as Life;  'I came that they may have life and have it in 
abundance'. 
 
The shepherd and the gate point us to Life in the very fullest sense of the word. Our other 
reading from Acts helps to define what is meant by this in the context of both the 
resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit (that are described immediately before). It 
presents the ideal marks of the Christian community in its earliest days; 'they devoted 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers'. Here are the fundamental ingredients of life in Christ simply laid out for us. Firstly 
embracing the apostles' teaching, that the One who was crucified, risen and ascended is our 
Lord and Messiah, and, as John says, our shepherd, our gateway, our bread, living water and 
source of light. Secondly that we enter into Him through baptism as many did then. Thirdly 
that the marks of the Church are unity and fellowship, just as they met together in the 
temple courts and in their homes; it is worship, prayer and celebrating communion with one 
another; it is the passing on of the Good News to all and sundry and it is the giving away, as 
they did then, of our possessions to support those in need both inside and outside our 
communities. 
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The writers of both Acts and John placed living in the abundant Life that is Christ at the heart 
of their theology and at the centre of what it means to be a Christian. How challenging for us 
during a time of pandemic and all it has brought us – 'lock-down', 'social distancing', 
economic crisis, mental illness, government failures, suffering of many kinds and, pervading 
each day, the ever-present reality of death. How are we Christians to stay faithful to the 
Good Shepherd and the Lord of Life at this time? Shut out of our buildings and familiar 
services, we can, nevertheless, try to go on embodying the model of faith and practice laid 
out in Acts. We also have to cultivate the life of Christ within our own souls, delving down to 
find the golden veins of joy and celebration, the rich colours of thankfulness and 
remembrance available to us through Him. We have to remind ourselves through prayer of 
God's constant guarding, his presence and love – He is our shepherd and we the sheep of his 
pasture; He is our gate, our way and our end. We have to bear in mind that there are 
amongst us those who are, as we speak, showing forth the qualities of Christ the good 
shepherd – those self-sacrificing 'front-line' workers who are, quite literally, laying down 
their lives for the sheep. Most crucially, knowing this, we have to throw in our lot with every 
person of good will in our community as society struggles to deal with the endless 
challenges it faces now. Rooted in Christ's life we can, with them, help bring that abundant, 
love-filled, resurrection life into the world.     
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

A reflection on the gospel passage from Revd Corin Redsell, an assistant 
minister in Barton and member of the interim ministry team there, and a 
member of the Lordsbridge Team Chapter. 

There are times when writers or speakers get so caught up in what they are saying that they 
forget to check it makes sense. This means that they often end up mixing their metaphors: 
‘If we want to get ahead, we'll have to iron out the remaining bottlenecks,’ which results in 
confusion rather than clarity. And sometimes, it results in unintended humour: 'They've put 
all their eggs in one basket and it's misfired.’  

In this passage, Jesus speaks of himself as both a shepherd and a gate. Is this a case of mixed 
metaphors, or is there something more going on? After all, not all mixed metaphors are 
unhelpful.  

The words of Hamlet, written by Shakespeare, are proof of this:  

Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing end them? 
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Before this passage, Jesus healed a man of his blindness, and when the man told the 
religious leaders, they were angry, disbelieving and abusive, driving him out of the temple 
community. This incident is the background to the passage that we are reflecting on this 
morning. Unusually, Jesus rebuked the leaders by talking about shepherds, sheep and gates.  

Jesus begins by alluding to stories that his hearers know well.  

David was the shepherd boy who became a shepherd king: ‘God chose his servant David, 
and took him from his sheepfolds; from tending the nursing ewes he brought him to be 
shepherd of his people ... .’  

In Ezekiel chapter 34, a contrast is drawn between those who had been bad shepherds to 
God’s people and God as the true shepherd.  

Psalm 23, one of the most memorable and touching songs about God, begins ‘The Lord is 
my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside 
still waters’.  

Jesus is tapping into these references as he criticises the leaders as bad shepherds and 
claims the role of the good shepherd for himself, along with valid access to the sheepfold. 
Those who are thieves or bandits and intend harm do not have this access, so they attempt 
to enter by unscrupulous means.  

Once the gatekeeper, who would keep watch over the sheep at night, sees the shepherd, he 
opens the gate for him. The sheep, recognising their shepherd’s voice, will come to him. 
Once out of the sheepfold, the sheep continue to respond the voice they know and trust. 
Apparently, a shepherd would often give his sheep names, which he would train them to 
respond to. This shepherd cares for the flock and knows the sheep in it.  

After finishing this description, verse six makes it clear that the religious leaders ‘did not 
understand what Jesus was saying’. They may even have seen themselves as the good 
shepherds and Jesus as a bandit.  

It is at this point that Jesus introduces the second metaphor: the gate. He links this image 
with that of the shepherd by describing how the shepherd would lay across the entrance of 
the enclosure. In this analogy, the gate is a doorway rather than a barrier: ‘Whoever enters 
by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.’  

This is the point at which the shepherd and gate images meet and make sense as a whole. If 
we wish to live in relationship with God, it is through Jesus that we do so. Elsewhere Jesus 
says of himself: ‘I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.’ In his death Jesus shows the way to life in him, hence the gate, and he leads 
those who believe in him, hence the shepherd.  

Both images – the shepherd and the gate – are about relationship. They would be 
redundant without the sheep. The images show aspects of Jesus, including who he is in 
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relation to his followers. For a Christian community, who Jesus is and what that means 
should determine what sort of community is formed and how it is lived out. While the 
religious leaders actions undermined community by driving away the blind man who was 
healed, Jesus seeks to restore it in himself.  

Jesus is both the shepherd and the gate.  

During this time of uncertainty, we are finding new ways of being, new ways to continue to 
build and nourish ourselves, supporting members of our communities in practical and loving 
ways, not judging their scale or impact with human eyes, but as representations of God’s 
love, and remembering to be grateful recipients of the grace offered to us by others.  

May God bless all in the week ahead.  

 


