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Bible readings and reflection for Sunday 10th May 2020, the fifth 
Sunday of Easter  

Today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles: Acts 7: 55-end  

On the Sundays after Easter, as well as a reading from the gospels, we are asked to read 
from the book of Acts. These Easter passages from Acts recount key moments in the earliest 
days after Jesus’ resurrection. In last Sunday’s extract, we read about the early Church, 
beginning their new lives in Christ. In this Sunday’s extract, we read of the persecution of 
Christians - the martyrdom of St Stephen. 
 
55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God. 56 ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God!’ 57 But [the crowd] covered their ears, and with a loud 

shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 

stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they 

were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60 Then he knelt down and cried 

out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died. 

 

Today’s reading from the gospels: John 14: 1-14  

We join the disciples just after Jesus has washed their feet, then predicted his betrayal and 
Peter’s denial.  Jesus is speaking. 

14 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I 

am going.’ 5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 

know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on 

you do know him and have seen him.’ 

8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus said to him, ‘Have 

I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 

Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, 

the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 

than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 

the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
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For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  

 

A reflection on Acts 7:55-end and John 14.1-14 by Revd Paul Garnell, 
Lordsbridge Team Curate. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen.  

Do you ever find yourself looking at life’s troubles and wondering where God is?  The 
impact of the pandemic on our everyday lives, the lives lost, the economic implications 
for people – for the world, even our own personal interior wrestling. Is God there?   

Not long before the restrictions began, Alison and I led a series of five services 
produced by the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity (LICC) called 
‘Frontline Sundays’, thinking about discipleship beyond our Sunday gathering and 
naming those frontlines in our lives throughout the remainder of the week.  We, as red 
dots, going out into the vast sea of grey dots (our family, friends and work colleagues), 
to help establish more red dots! One of the sessions looked at Genesis 28:10-17 ‘Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.’  And so we asked ourselves where 
are these places, these frontlines – places where our awareness of God’s presence can 
be made more evident? For most it was a workplace, visiting a shop or community 
group.  (The cards with their red pins in the picture above are individual responses to 
that question.) If today we ask ourselves that same question: where is God? And God 
would be found, as God always has been, in our homes. Wherever we are ‘…the Lord 
is in this place…’ 

Perhaps our readings today can renew our faith in the transforming presence of God 
in all circumstances.  The passage from Acts is full of contrasts – the shocking and the 
hopeful, the demonic and the divine, ferocity meets forgiveness.  On one side, we have 
Stephen handling himself with striking grace and, on the other, lurking in the shadows, 



The parishes of Barton, Caldecote with Childerley, Comberton,  
Coton, Dry Drayton, Great and Little Eversden,  

Hardwick, Harlton, Haslingfield and Toft 

   
 

3 

 

we find Saul.  This reading opens a window onto the sheer nastiness of which 
humanity is capable and, at the same time, the clouds part and we see the 
transformative power of God enabling Stephen to endure.  God is right there – in the 
midst of darkness, bringing transformative possibilities.  

In Acts 6, Stephen is described as being of good standing, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom and faith.  Like Jesus, Stephen performs wonders and signs.  Like Jesus, he 
gets under the skin of his opponents and bests them in debate.  Like Jesus, Stephen is 
a man who provokes a violent response from some.  Stephen’s enemies despise him 
with a venomous passion.  They scheme against him with false accusations of 
blasphemy.  Throughout Acts 6 and 7, the clouds are massing and darkness thickens.  
Suddenly, Stephen is confronted, brought before a kangaroo court and falsely accused 
as a blasphemer.  The situation is dire.  ‘O God… are you there?’  And yet at the end of 
Acts 6 we read that Stephen’s face was like that of an angel’.  God is at work here.  

Acts 7.55-60.  The camera zooms in on Stephen just as he has finished his powerful 
speech before the religious leaders.  Not one for holding back, his parting comment 
accuses them of being ‘stiff necked’, in opposition to the Holy Spirit, betrayers and 
murderers of God’s chosen one.    They become enraged.  Grinding their teeth in fury 
and Stephen full of the Spirit gazing into heaven.  In the midst of terrible trouble , God 
comes and opens Stephen’s eyes to the great backdrop against which all our lives are 
played out.  Stephen sees the Son of Man standing at God’s right hand. He points to 
Jesus as judge and ruler over all.  His hearers cover their ears and shout to avoid 
listening to anything further he has to say.  But Stephen, supported by God’s vision, 
keeps on treading the path of grace.  There may be trouble ahead, but God is present.  

Dragged out of the city, echoing Jesus’ journey to Golgotha – they pick up stones and 
begin hurling them at him.  It is brutal. Horrible. Violent.  Human nastiness at its worst.  
However, far from being a cowering wreck, Stephen is presented as a picture of calm.  
While they are stoning him, he prays – handing over his spirit to Jesus and asking that 
his murderers might be forgiven.  Stephen in his death communicates something 
powerful: 

God is the God of transformative, empowering hope.  Human life can be taxing and 
tough, but the story doesn’t end there…  A young Saul holds the coats and nods 
approvingly… but the story doesn’t end there… 

Jesus will be a stone that makes Saul tumble in his righteous certitude.  The bully-boy 
bystander will go on to become a key person in the creation of God’s holy nation.  A 
staggering reversal.  What a picture of hope in the face of the hideous.  With God, there 
is always tomorrow – even a tomorrow that awakens us in the unfamiliar.   

The reading from John 14 picks up this idea.  It is used often in the Funeral Service as 
a source of comfort and hope for the bereaved.  In John ’s narrative, it follows on from 
the final supper.  Into this scene of shadowy uncertainty and bewilderment, Jesus 
comes with words of hope: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.’  In the midst of pain 
and worry, confusion and fear, Jesus comes with assurance of his presence and his 
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guidance: calling for us to believe in Him in the present, and pointing to our place with 
him in eternity, when we awaken in the unknown known.   

For those who know illness, despair, persecution, violence, loss – our readings call us 
back to look for the transformative presence of God. In a pandemic, in lockdown and 
in our own personal wrestling, we can hold onto hope. God is present in all 
circumstances.  When we tread the way of Jesus we see beyond the immediate.  Ok, 
we are not Stephen.  We are just ordinary, fallible, not so eloquent, not so strong as 
Stephen, lacking his faith and courage.  Like Thomas we question and doubt, like Philip 
we fail to fully grasp who Christ is and what he shows us.  But, to their followers, Jesus 
offers his words of assurance.  As he does to us: 

‘I am the way, the truth and the life’.  With Him, whatever we face, it is never the end 
of the story.  With God there is always tomorrow.  Amen. 

Lord of all creation, thank you that our everyday, ordinary places matter to you and we 
make a difference there.  We offer to you the places where we live, work, study, and play.  
May we serve you and bear witness to you wherever we are this week.  And may we know 
your presence with us in these places. Amen. 

 

 


