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Worship at Home for the Easter Season 
 
To worship in your household, choose a specific place - perhaps somewhere you can light a candle, and 
where you, and those joining you, can sit together undisturbed. Choose a time when you can be 
unhurried. Then read slowly through the service sheet, praying the prayers as you go.  If you are with 
others, then one of you will need to take the lead and say the words in normal type with the other(s) 
reading the ‘All’ parts in bold.  If it is just you, then read the phrases marked ‘All’, but you might need to 
adapt them a little. Some people find it helps to read the prayers and responses aloud, even on their 
own. The Bible readings and the Reflection, and the Prayers for others (intercessions) will be provided 
separately, and there are prompts in this service for you to read, ponder and/or pray them.  At any point, 
you could pause to look at the family activities, or do them later instead – whatever age you are!  You 
might also want to play a piece of music at the start or later, or just sit in silence. Find what works for 
you and don’t worry if you get the giggles because it seems a bit strange at first – it happens. Just do 
what you can! 
 

Gathering to worship God 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Opening words 
   

Christ yesterday and today, 
All: the beginning and the end, 
 Alpha and Omega, 
 all time belongs to him, and all ages; 
All: to him be glory and power, 
 through every age and forever. Amen. 
 
 Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
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Words of confession and forgiveness 

 
Like Mary at the empty tomb,  
we sometimes fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
 we are sometimes afraid to be seen as your followers. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
All:  Christ, have mercy. 
 Like Thomas in the upper room, 
 we are sometimes slow to believe. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
 May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 
 and restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen. 
  
Words of Praise (The Gloria) 

 
All:  Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world:  
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
 
 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Church’s Prayers for the Easter Season (the alternative collects) 
There is a prayer here for each Sunday in the Church’s Easter season.  Choose the one for the 
right date. 
 
The Second Sunday of Easter, 19th April 
All: Risen Christ, 
 for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
 open the doors of our hearts, 
 that we may seek the good of others 
 and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
 to the praise of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Third Sunday of Easter, 26th April 
All:  Risen Christ, 
 you filled your disciples with boldness and hope: 
 strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
 and fill us with your peace, 
 to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter, 3 May 
All: Risen Christ, 
 faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
 teach us to hear your voice 
 and to follow your command, 
 that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
 to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

  
The Fifth Sunday of Easter, 10 May 
All: Risen Christ, 
 your wounds declare your love for the world 
 and the wonder of your risen life: 
 give us compassion and courage 
 to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
 to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter, 17 May 
All: Risen Christ, 
 by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 
 help your Church to obey your command 
 and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
 to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Seventh Sunday of Easter, the Sunday after Ascension Day, 24 May 
All:  Risen, ascended Lord, 
 as we rejoice at your triumph, 
 fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
 that all who are estranged by sin 
 may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
 to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Alternative Collects, Lent to Pentecost 

                          From Common Worship ⒸArchbishop’s Council 2013 

 
Reading and Responding to God’s Word  
 

The Bible readings and a Reflection on them for this Sunday are provided separately.  Please 
pause here, read and ponder them now.  You might also like to use the family activities or any 
other resources at this point. 
  

Affirming our faith 
  

 All: Christ died for your sins in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he was buried; he was raised to life on the third day 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
 and to all the apostles: 
 this we have received, and this we believe. Amen. 
     cf. 1 Corinthians 15:3-7 
 

 Prayers for others and ourselves  
 

Intercessions written specially for this Sunday are provided separately.  Please pause here to 
read and pray them now. 
  

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Closing words 
 
  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
All: He has given us new life and hope. 
 He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All:  He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

The Grace 
 

All: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, evermore.  Amen. 


