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Bible readings and reflection for Sunday 26 April 2020,  
the third Sunday of Easter 
  

Today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles: Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 
 
On the Sundays after Easter, as well as a reading from the gospels, we are asked to read from the 
book of Acts. These Easter passages from Acts recount key moments in the earliest days after 
Jesus’ resurrection.  In this Sunday’s extract, we read more of Peter’s address at Pentecost to the 
perplexed and astonished crowds in Jerusalem, just 50 days after he had first seen the risen Jesus. 
After his initial declaration about Jesus.  Last Sunday we heard his appeal to Jewish knowledge of 
the revered sayings of King David to show that David himself anticipated the resurrection of the 
Jesus Christ. This Sunday we hear Peter end his argument with a declaration about Jesus, then he 
answers their question (and perhaps ours): ‘so what should we do?’ 
 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who 

live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 36 ‘Therefore let all Israel be assured 

of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.’ 

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 

‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ 

38 Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and 

your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.’ 

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, ‘Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.’ 41 Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day. 

------------------------------------- 
 

Today’s reading from the gospels: Luke 24: 13-35 

On the road to Emmaus 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from 

Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked 

and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but 

they were kept from recognising him. 

17 He asked them, ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’ 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only one 

visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24%3A13-35&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-26005a
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19 ‘What things?’ he asked. 

‘About Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied. ‘He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and 

all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 

crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is 

more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They 

went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had 

seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and 

found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.’ 

25 He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ 27 And beginning with 

Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning 

himself. 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going 

further. 29 But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.’ So 

he went in to stay with them. 

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 

them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognised him, and he disappeared from their sight. 

32 They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road 

and opened the Scriptures to us?’ 

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, 

assembled together 34 and saying, ‘It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ 35 Then the 

two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognised by them when he broke the 

bread. 

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 24:13 Or about 11 kilometres 

 

For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 
 

------------------------------------- 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24%3A13-35&version=NIVUK#en-NIVUK-26005
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A reflection on the gospel passage from Jennie Tombs, licensed lay minister and 
part of the ministry team in Harlton. Jennie is also a member of the Lordsbridge 
Team Chapter.  
 
The Transforming Power of Easter 
 
I’m amazed! I know I shouldn’t be, but it still surprises me how so much of Creation – most 
especially human beings – can adapt and change to fit new circumstances.  Already a regular 
pattern of ‘getting together’ has settled in, keeping the connections going through the telephone 
or computer and I’m as busy now (at home) as I was before isolation was introduced.  Eastertide is 
very much about adapting to change and transforming our lives accordingly. 
 
Cleopas and his companion – possibly his wife - are walking home on Easter evening, the sun was 
setting, there were long shadows, and lessening light. For these saddened followers of Jesus, their 
return journey represents a vast change in their lives - their hopes have been dashed, they’re 
confused and distracted, they’re drifting away from the supportive community gathered in 
Jerusalem.  And here there are parallels with where we are today – everything seems to be going 
wrong, closing down, and communities are moving apart.   
 
The two followers of Jesus aren’t running away, if they were afraid they would hardly welcome the 
company of a stranger who asks a lot of questions.  No, they talk openly of the recently crucified 
Jesus because even more than their need for security, peace and home comforts, their greatest 
need is to talk, to make sense of all that’s happened. They have talked, and got nowhere, so they 
turn with renewed vigour to this stranger who joins them.  Opening their hearts to him, they pour 
out all their concerns: “we had hoped” they tell the stranger “that he was the one who would 
redeem Israel”.  But he was crucified - so they imply that obviously he wasn’t - a crucifixion and a 
messiah are contradictory, complete opposites; Jesus’s followers have become the latest failed 
messianic movement.  
 
However, they seek the opinion of the newcomer: “what’s going on? What can it all mean?”  As if 
it wasn’t enough to have all their hope in Jesus dashed, now there’s all these rumours about the 
body being missing, angels being seen.  Cleopas is surprised that their fellow traveller doesn’t 
know all this. In fact Jesus is the only one who does genuinely know.  
 
Jesus lets them release their pent-up concerns; they don’t imagine for a moment that he can do 
anything, but it helps them to talk and this stranger has a way of diffusing their turmoil of 
incomprehension and disorientation.   He explains how suffering and messiahship are intertwined 
because, for the people of his time, the cross was a stumbling block to understanding the 
continuity of God’s love – through death and out the other side.  What’s happening now isn’t 
about battles with occupying armies (that’s looking the wrong way), it’s about an act of ultimate, 
all-encompassing love that frees human beings.   
 
Now the sunset road towards Emmaus is becoming a road into the dawn of a new life, with a new 
home – something is happening and they can’t let this stranger go on his way, because talking 
with him is changing everything.  What they’re experiencing on this first Easter is something that 
will be newly born in many human lives, the creation of faith and hope and love.  Others will have 
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the same experience: the Ethiopian eunuch on his way home meets Philip, who explains the 
scriptures, and the Ethiopian’s sunset road home opens into the dawn of a new life; Paul 
encounters Jesus on the road to Damascus and Ananias helps him to see God’s overall plan.  With 
them we are fellow travellers, learning new ways to live this life in an unselfish manner, especially 
now when we can no longer meet in person. 
 
What does Easter mean to us? It’s not just an upbeat season when the weather warms up, flowers 
bloom, green shoots appear on trees, birds start nesting and we can throw off winter coats and 
boots.  Easter touches human lives and makes a difference.  “Christ is risen” and that statement 
affects real lives of real people; it calls us to search our conscience, to confess our failures and 
weaknesses, to sincerely feel sorry, and to set out on a new path with determination to change 
and to live by a rule of love - for God, for his creation, and for one another. 
 
The resurrection faith isn’t something to keep quiet about – it motivates us to praise God and to 
acknowledge him publicly. This Eastertide more than ever, as we wait for release from the current 
period of isolation, we can keep the channels of communication open – especially to those who 
don’t have access to modern technology, so that together we are transformed and ready for God’s 
new future for us. 
 
In Cleopas’ home Jesus no longer is the stranger, he becomes the host – it is he who breaks the 
break and passes it to others, and their eyes are opened.  Jesus doesn’t give them a particular 
commission, but they respond spontaneously to their newly found insight by returning 
immediately to the community of disciples in Jerusalem to add their witness to Jesus’s 
resurrection. 
 
The concluding scene at Jerusalem shows a gathering of the Eleven and their friends, together 
with the two who have walked to Emmaus (and back), each confessing the risen Jesus, and 
relating their experiences. They recognise their own complicity in the death of Jesus and that 
recognition is what lights the way forward to a new life. God’s response is overwhelming, they are 
offered a share in his life through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Since then, from every nation, every 
sphere of life, others who’ve been led beyond disbelief to faith have come to join them, to be part 
of this family; and we join them, ready to play our part in this our time within God’s eternal plan, 
as we journey home together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


