
...as we grow in grace through the years, when we are 
joined in marriage, when we turn to you in sickness or 
special need, and, at the last, when we are committed 
into the Father’s hands.  

 
The Bishop concludes...  

Now, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, sanctify this place; 
All: For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

 
Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; 

All: And you are exalted as head over all. Amen  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our tresspasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Ending 
In Christ alone my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 

Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 

Scorned by the ones He came to save: 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The love of God was satisfied - 
For every sin on Him was laid; 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His and He is mine - 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

This is the power of Christ in me; 
From life's first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

Can ever pluck me from His hand: 
Till He returns or calls me home, 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
 
Closing Blessing 
The Bishop pronounces a blessing. 
 
Organ voluntary 
Paraphrase on a chorus in Judas Maccabaeus (Handel)  
by Alexandre Guilmant.  

Beginning 
 
Greeting 
 The Lord be with you, 
All: and also with you. 
 
Welcome and explanation 
 
Opening words 

Christ yesterday and today 
All: the beginning and the end, 

 
Alpha and Omega 
all time belongs to him, and all ages; 

All: To him be glory and power, 
 through every age and for ever. Amen 

 
Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

All: he is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
  

 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed: 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God; to thee, 
How great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God; to thee, 
How great thou art, how great thou art! 

 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 

 
But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 
that on the cross, our burden gladly bearing, 

he bled and died to take away our sin; 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then shall I bow in humble adoration, 
and there proclaim: my God, how great thou art!  

At the conclusion of the Building Development Project  

A service of thanksgiving and prayer  
for the life of St Peter and St Paul’s 

church in Dry Drayton 
2pm, Sunday 10 April 2016 



Giving thanks to God 
The minister introduces words and symbols of thanksgiving... 

 
For the generations of people from this village and  
surrounding area who have gathered and prayed and  
worshipped here over 100s of years 

All: Thanks be to God 
 
For those who had the vision to re-imagine this space for a 
new generation, for those involved in design and planning 
and for the contractors who have worked on this building 
over the last 14 years 

All: Thanks be to God 
 
For those who have volunteered time or donated money as 
part of the development project and those who continue to 
do so to support the life of the church community 

All: Thanks be to God 
 
For those who gather here in this generation, to mark the 
significant points in human lives, to celebrate the turning of 
the seasons, to pray and to worship 

All: Thanks be to God 
 
For the pre-schoolers, Sunday Club, young people, families 
and adults of all ages, who learn together and care for each 
other as a faith community in this village 

All: Thanks be to God 
 
For the witness and ministry of the Methodist Church in  
Dry Drayton and those who have faithfully sustained it  
over the years 

All: Thanks be to God 
 
For the other places in which people meet in this village, 
and where community life is nurtured – the church school, 
the pub, the village hall and elsewhere 

All: Thanks be to God 
 
For those alongside whom we live, our friends and  
neighbours, in this village and in other villages of this area 

All: Thanks be to God 
 
For the network of village churches to which this church 
community belongs in the Lordsbridge Team 

All: Thanks be to God 
 
Most of all we thank you for Jesus, for his life and his  
teaching and for the new day that dawned when you raised 
him from the dead, filled your Church with faith and hope, 
and opened the way to life for all. 

All: Thanks be to God 
 

Listening for a Word from God 
 
A reading from the Bible, Luke 13:18-21 
the parables of the mustard tree and the yeast 
 
At the end: 
 This is the word of the Lord  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Address by The Rt Revd Stephen Conway, Bishop of Ely 

Praying for others and ourselves 
  
A prayer for our world, followed by the response: 
 Lord in your mercy 
All:  Hear our prayer 
 
A prayer for the village community, followed by the response: 
 Lord in your mercy 
All:  Hear our prayer 
 
A prayer for the church community  

May our community be a place of celebration  
and recreation, 

All: A joyful place to find God. 
 

 May our community be a place of truth, 
All: A safe place to be ourselves before God. 

 
May our community be a place of love, 

All: A trusting place, a nurturing place, a learning place. 
 
May our community be a place of transformation  
and change, 

All: A place to make us new, cleansing the doors of our  
 perception. 

 
May our community be a place of protest, 

All: A place which challenges the world in which we live. 
 
May our community be a place of intercession, 

All: A thoughtful place, where others are lifted up to God. 
 
May our community be a place of experiment, 

All: A place of risk, a place where thought and activity meet. 
 
May our community be a place of contemplation, 

All: A place for vision, and a glimpse of God. 
 Amen. 
 
A prayer of re-dedication for this church building 
 
The Bishop begins... 

Ever living Father, watchful and caring, our source and our 
end: all that we are and all that we have is yours. Accept 
us now, as we dedicate again this place to which we come 
to praise your Name, to ask your forgiveness, to know 
your healing power, to hear your Word, and to be  
nourished by the Body and Blood of your Son. Be present 
always to guide and to judge, to illumine and to bless your 
people.  
 

A churchwarden continues...  
Lord Jesus Christ, make this a temple of your presence 
and a house of prayer. Be always near us when we seek 
you in this place. Draw us to you, when we come alone 
and when we come with others, to find comfort and  
wisdom, to be supported and strengthened, to rejoice and 
give thanks. May it be here, Lord Christ, that we are made 
one with you and with one another, so that our lives are 
sustained and sanctified for your service  
 

The Team Vicar continues...  
Holy Spirit, open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts, that 
we may grow closer to you through joy and through 
suffering. Be with us in the fullness of your power as new 
members are added to your household, ... 


