
Here are some take-home ideas that follow on from the Gateways  

gathering this Sunday.   

“A welcoming and welcomed community” 

 If you have made a welcome lantern, put it, with a tealight burning 
inside it, on a window sill by the front door to welcome  
visitors.  
 
The lanterns we’ve made are a symbol of welcome. In the 
days before street lights, lanterns placed in a house win-
dow were welcoming to travellers. If we are travellers on a 
spiritual journey, we can remember what St John wrote: 'In 
him (Jesus) was life, and that life was the light of all man-
kind. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it’.  The light of Jesus is God's welcome 
to us.   

 It looked as though Mary and Joseph would 
find no shelter. Think about those who find it hard 
to find a place that will welcome them, particularly refugees.  Perhaps you 
could give a Christmas gift to Christian Aid or one of the other charities 
working amongst Syrian refugees.  Or make contact with Cambridge Calais 
Refugee Action Group and find out what you could do to help. 

Sunday 10 January, 4.30pm—6.15pm in the Village Hall.   

* Informal, family feel     * Choice of activities—reflective and active  

* Café table throughout  * Something for all ages (not just children!) 

* Toy corner    * Ending with a communal meal  
(please let us know any dietary requirements in advance) 

“New beginnings: a forgiving and forgiven community” 

in January 

“Be near me, Lord Jesus,  

I ask you to stay  

close by me forever  

and love me I pray.” 

Here are some take-home ideas that follow on from the Gateways  

gathering this Sunday.   

“A welcoming and welcomed community” 

 If you have made a welcome lantern, put it, with a tealight burning 
inside it, on a window sill by the front door to welcome  
visitors.  
 
The lanterns we’ve made are a symbol of welcome. In the 
days before street lights, lanterns placed in a house win-
dow were welcoming to travellers. If we are travellers on a 
spiritual journey, we can remember what St John wrote: 'In 
him (Jesus) was life, and that life was the light of all man-
kind. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it’.  The light of Jesus is God's welcome 
to us.   

 It looked as though Mary and Joseph would 
find no shelter. Think about those who find it hard 
to find a place that will welcome them, particularly refugees.  Perhaps you 
could give a Christmas gift to Christian Aid or one of the other charities 
working amongst Syrian refugees.  Or make contact with Cambridge Calais 
Refugee Action Group and find out what you could do to help. 

Sunday 10 January, 4.30pm—6.15pm in the Village Hall.   

* Informal, family feel     * Choice of activities—reflective and active  

* Café table throughout  * Something for all ages (not just children!) 

* Toy corner    * Ending with a communal meal  
(please let us know any dietary requirements in advance) 

“New beginnings: a forgiving and forgiven community” 

in January 

“Be near me, Lord Jesus,  

I ask you to stay  

close by me forever  

and love me I pray.” 



Gateways is put together by a 

team of people, most of whom 

live in Caldecote.  We are sup-

ported by St. Michael’s Anglican 

Church (Lordsbridge Team) and 

Hardwick Evangelical Church.  

You can get in touch via Alison 

Myers—

alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org; 

01954 212815  

or find Alison on Facebook. 

 Read and reflect on this George Herbert poem.  Ask yourself: Which 
bit do I like the most? Which bit makes me uncomfortable? Why? 
 

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back  
 Guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack  
 From my first entrance in, 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, 
 If I lacked any thing. 

 
A guest, I answered, worthy to be here: 

 Love said, You shall be he. 
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear, 

 I cannot look on thee. 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 

 Who made the eyes but I? 
 

Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame 
 Go where it doth deserve. 

And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 
 My dear, then I will serve. 

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: 
 So I did sit and eat. 

 
Source: George Herbert and the Seventeenth-Century Religious Poets (W. W. Norton and Co Inc., 1978) 

A Celtic blessing prayer to use at home 
 
On our hearts and our houses, 

the blessing of God 

In our coming and going, 

the peace of God 

In our life and believing,  

the love of God 

At our end and new beginning, 

the arms of God to welcome us 

and bring us home.  Amen. 

Gateways, 13 Dec 2015 
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