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Purpose of the PCC 

“Coton PCC has the responsibility of cooperating with the Team Vicar in promoting in the ecclesiastical 
parish the whole mission of the church - pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.” 

Activities of the Church and PCC during 2011 

Statistics for 2011 

1 baptism 
2 weddings 
2 funerals & 2 interments of ashes without a funeral 
Attendance on a ‘normal Sunday’ – approx 25 

 Adults Children 
Easter Sunday 42 16 
Carol Service 70 22 
Christingle Service, Christmas Eve 50 60 
Midnight Service 20 1 
Christmas Day 40 25 

40 electoral roll members at the end of 2011. 

PCC Meetings 
 
In 2011 the PCC met 5 times for a full evening meeting, and once on a Sunday after church.  Business 
included administration of the bank account after the new Treasurer was appointed, standardising PCC 
membership for a 3 year term following C of E guidelines, regular review of worship, and updates on 
finance, the school, youth activities, local church & community events, and the maintenance of the 
building.  Major discussion topics during the year included the refurbishment and use of the parish 
room, the five marks of mission &updating the ‘Mission Action Plan’, the new ministry share formula 
and working towards financial stability.  Thank you to those who have taken minutes. 

Worship  

Worship continues to follow a regular pattern.  

1st Sunday – 8.30am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
          11am Service of the Word (‘Prayer, Praise and People’) 
2nd Sunday – 11amAll Age Worship 
3rd Sunday – 11am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
4th Sunday – 11am Holy Communion (Common Worship) 

On 5th Sundays we join with Dry Drayton and Hardwick, at the north end of the team, for a united 
celebration service and we are developing the pattern that these are All Age Holy Communion services.  
This year these have included a service based around the Bible for the King James anniversary, a 
summer celebration, and a service for All Saints.  We are now also holding All Age Holy Communion 
services for the major festivals. 

Other developments included using images via a dataprojectorfrom time to time, involving young 
people occasionally in music, learning some new songs/hymns, and experimenting with the use of 
signing in all age worship. 

The carol service had a new format this year - for all ages, with the traditional Bible readings and 
carols but also with stories, readings, ‘give-aways’ and interaction.  We were pleased to see the church 
packed with people from around the parish, for both the carol service and the Christmas Eve 
Christingle service.  Harvest was also busy. 

Although stretched over the summer, we were able to resource this pattern of services during 2011.  
Thank you to all those who play a part in our worship together – preparing the church, reading, leading 
intercessions, providing music and other tasks.  Thank you too to Andrew Macintosh and Leslie 
Manderson for regularly taking services, in addition to Alison and Corin. 
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Parish Room 

Since September we have been refurbising the parish room (now the larger of the two rooms attached 

to the parsonage)for team-wide and local use.  We see the room being used as a comfortable venue 
for youth activities, bereavement support, team meetings and fellowship groups; a quiet place for 
parish away days, retreat days and seminars; a café space for coffee mornings, parent and toddler 
activities, lunches, and drop-in sessions, and so on. In addition, with its current collection of children’s 
books and materials, there is scope to develop the room as a resource centre for the Lordsbridge team 
as a whole.  By end 2011 several of these ideas were beginning to take shape. 

Grants and donations totalling around £800 were received from donors including other parishes in the 
Lordsbridge Team and St Catherine’s.  Phase 1 has included cleaning, reorganising book shelves, 
repainting, dying the shelving covers, covering the windows with opaque film, installing blinds, and the 
creation of a comfortable corner with sofas, a rug, and repainted toy box cum coffee table.  Thank you 
to those who helped with this.  Phase 2 (in 2012) will include replacing the tables and chairs with 
more flexible alternatives.   

Families, Children and Young People 

The provision of a toddler area for younger children in church has helped to welcome one or two 
families with younger children – many thanks to Alison Bentley for initiating this.   

The All Age Service Team (Sally Bott, Vicki Farmer, Corin and Alison) was launched to plan and run the 
monthly services in Coton, Hardwick and Dry Drayton.  All Age services on 5th Sundays and major 
festivals are gradually developing our ministry towards families and children.  Lordsbridge family 
events, based in Hardwick, are also open to Coton families. 

The profile of youth work has been raised this year and now 6-7 young people from Coton are 
regularly involved with the initiatives happening within the Lordsbridge Team area, such as the 
monthly Illumin8.  Sally Bott is the new youth contact for Coton. 

The Coton based Sunday Club (for school aged children) closed at the end of the summer term.  We are 
not currently able to resource a Sunday Club in Coton.  However, Coton children are now welcomed at 
the nearest Sunday Club, based in Hardwick (930-1030am). 

Pastoral Care 

After a year’s training, Gill King was licensed in the autumn as an Authorised Lay Minister in pastoral 
care.  There is a developing ‘pastoral care network’, alongside Coton’s longstanding good neighbour 
approach, supporting Alison in the provision of practical and spiritual support for those in particular 
need. This is part of a wider development to resource pastoral care across the Lordsbridge Team.  Key 
contacts locally are Alison, Corin, Gill and Rose.  The monthly 'Butterflies Bereavement' group, based in 
Coton and initiated by Gill in 2011, is a joint initiative for communities in the north end of the 
Lordsbridge Team, offering care and friendship to the bereaved.   

Prayer 

This year saw two new initiatives.  On Tuesdays at 9 – 9.30, Morning Prayer is now held in the church, 
focusing on world issues as well as prayers for the local community, local church and individuals.  A 
rolling 4 month prayer calendar has also been created and circulated so that over a 4 month period 
each road in Coton is prayed for together with those on the electoral roll, groups that meet and work in 
the village and church activities. 

Communication 

This year the noticeboard was refurbished enabling clearer and more up to date notification of 
services.  A weekly email of service times, youth events and other activities was piloted in 2011 and 
continues, to a growing distribution list.  This ties in with the paper monthly pewsheet – thank you, 
Julia.  We have experimented successfully with (reusable) banners at major festivals and, more 
creatively, with the ‘sheep’ in the churchyard in the run up to Christmas.  We have also agreed with the 
school this year that we can provide information about special services in their weekly mailing to 
parents. 
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Small Groups and Further Study 

A new weekly evening group began in the spring this year – Tuesday Link - providing bible study, 
discussion, worship and friendship for people from Dry Drayton, Coton and Hardwick meeting 
together.  Its venue rotates between the parishes, every 6 weeks or so.  In addition, special courses for 
Lent and Advent were arranged across the three parishes to suit different times.   The cross-parish 
Advent course, held in the new parish room, averaged 16 participants each week. 

Fair Trade and Giving 

A very successful Traidcraft and fair trade stall was based in the new parish room for several mornings 
before Christmas run by Sally Bott and a range of volunteers.  The space was also used to offer coffee 
and a space to chat.  Through the autumn, and particularly around Harvest, we ran an appeal for 
famine relief in Africa. 

Our Village School 

Links with the school have continued to strengthen, with Corin and Alison taking collective worship 
fortnightly and contributing occasionally to the RE curriculum. The school used the church building 4 
times this year to hold services for children and parents for Harvest, Christmas, Easter etc.  

We are grateful to the Foundation Governors for their work.  There remains a Foundation Governor 
vacancy at the end of 2011. 

Fund-raisers and Events 

The centrality of the church building in the village is key to our most successful events.  The cream 
teas, held on a blazing Sunday afternoon this year, were very popular, alongside an art exhibition in the 
church.  Other events included the Harvest supper and quiz, and a delightful concert hosted by Nicky 
Anderson in the old chapel.  The monthly soup and roll lunches have continued throughout the year.  At 
Christmas, a tea party with games was held in the village hall – taking a slightly different slant this year 
with primary emphasis on building community (though fundraising was a valuable side effect). 

The approach to Gift Day was also changed slightly this year to make sure that we communicate the 
presence of the church community in an engaging way.  All households were leafleted around Harvest. 

Many thanks to all those involved in fundraising and other events over the course of the year. 

Church building and churchyard 

Apart from a few minor repairs made by Jim Lewis for which we are very grateful, no work has been 
done on the fabric this year and English Heritage are still unable to provide grants for repairs to the 
North Porch. 

Once again we are most grateful to the team of grass cutters and others who have kept the churchyard 
tidy. The new owner of the Rectory has cleared all the vegetation along the boundary with the 
churchyard and installed a fence and planted a hawthorn hedge which has on the whole improved that 
side of the churchyard and will hopefully be easier to maintain. 

Team Council 

In 2011, Julia was Coton’s lay representative on this council.  This year discussions have included the 
development of a Lordsbridge website, the refurbishment of the Coton parish room as a resource for 
the team, setting up a joint resourcing group and the team ministry share formula. 

Deanery Synod 

The deanery synod format changed in 2011 to include updates from across the deanery as well as 
diocesan synod feedback and a special topic, often with a speaker.  The latter have included ‘the 
Anglican covenant’, the five marks of mission, developing church buildings and women bishops. 
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Organisation of the Church and PCC 
 
Membership of the PCC to April 2011 
 
Team Vicar    The Reverend Alison Myers   
Wardens    Miss Julia Hall   also Sec’y& Lordsbridge Team rep 
     Mrs Rosemary Darling  also Electoral Roll officer 
Elected members   Dr Chris Edgecombe 
     Mrs Gill King   also Deanery Synod rep 
     Mr GordonBagnall   
     Dr Alan Storkey 
     Dr Dan Wheeler    Treasurer    
            
Membership of the PCC from April 2011   
 
Team Vicar    The Reverend Alison Myers   
Team Curate    The Reverend CorinRedsell from July 2011 
Wardens    Miss Julia Hall   also Sec’y& Lordsbridge Team rep 
     Mrs Rosemary Darling  also Electoral Roll officer 
Elected members   Dr Chris Edgecombe 
     Mrs Gill King   also Deanery Synod rep 
     Mr GordonBagnall 
     Dr Michael Stone  Treasurer    
     Dr Alan Storkey 
     Dr Dan Wheeler         
 
The Local Ministry Team 

The local ministry team consists of Alison (the vicar), Julia and Rosemary (churchwardens), 
Corin(team curate) and Gill(ALM).  The team meets every 2-3 weeks to oversee the week-by-week 
running of the church: primarily organising services, pastoral care, and the coordination of other 
church run activities; and to pray together for church and community.CorinRedsell joined the ministry 
team in Coton inJuly 2011 and is now living in the parsonage house.  As team curate around 30% of his 
time is spent in Coton. 

The Standing Committee 

This is the only committee of the PCC required by law and consists of the Team Vicar, the 
churchwardens and two representatives of the PCC. It has the power to transact the business of the 
PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions of the Council. Meetings of the standing committee 
are called only when required.  The Standing Committee did not meet in 2011. 

The Team Council 

This new body of lay and ordained people from across the Lordsbridge Team now meets about three 
times a year in the Coton parish room.   It has responsibility for communicating best practice and as a 
council of reference for whole team projects.  Coton is represented by the Team Vicar and a lay person. 

Volunteers 

Many thanks are due to all those who work quietly behind the scenes to do the necessary jobs and to 
those who prepare the rotas. 

Gift Aid Officer: - Mr Alan Darling. 
Sidespeople: - Mr & Mrs D Jones, Mrs G King, Mr C Edgcombe, Miss J Hall, Mr & Mrs Bagnall & family, Miss K 
Fowle, Mrs C Pickering, Mr & Mrs R Gray, Mrs R Darling, Mr & Mrs Bott & family, Mrs A Roberts, Mr & Mrs D 
Wheeler & family, Mr l Mitchell, Mrs C McGonigal, Mr & Mrs J Lewis, Mr A Storkey, Mr & Mrs Cooke & family, Mrs 
D Wilson. 
Readers: - Miss J Hall, Mrs T Jones, Mr D Jones, Mr A Storkey, Miss K Fowle, Mr I Mitchell, Mr D Wheeler, Mrs A 
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Roberts, Mr C Edgcombe, Mrs G King, Mrs C McGonigal, members of the Bott family and members of the Wheeler 
family 
Leading Intercessions: - Mrs T Jones, Mrs R Darling, Mr D Jones, Mr A Storkey, Mrs A Roberts, Mrs G King, Miss J 
Hall. 
Providing Coffee after Services: - Mr A Storkey, Mrs R Darling, Mrs G King, Mrs J Lewis, Mrs T Jones, Mrs S Green, 
Miss I Hall, Mrs B Smart Mrs L Bagnall Mrs A Roberts, Miss S Lee, Mrs E Mitchell, Mrs D Wilson, Mrs C McGonigal, 
Mrs E Free. 
Providing Altar Flowers: - Mrs T Jones, Mrs R Darling, Mrs B Smart, Mrs E Free, Mrs S Ramsey, Mrs P Brown, Mrs J 
Lewis, Mrs G Doake, Miss K Fowle, Miss I Hall, Mrs L Webster, Mrs N Anderson, Mrs P Slater, Mrs J Mason, Mrs P 
Price. 
Church Cleaning: - Mrs C McGonigal, Mrs A Roberts, Mrs T Jones, Mrs A Clarke, Mrs R Darling, Mrs S Green, Mrs R 
Richardson, Mrs L Bagnall, Mrs S Wheeler, Mrs I Mason, Mrs J Davis, Mrs G Harrod, Mrs J Lewis. 
Cutting the Churchyard Grass: - Mr M Mason, Mr R Brown, Mr 1 McGonigal, Mr B Free, Mr G Bagnall, Mr R Gray, 
Mr I Lewis, Mr R Lloyd, Mr M Abbot, Mr C Doake, Mr D Cairns. 
Soup and Roll Lunch Hostesses: - Mrs R Darling, Miss I Hall, Mrs S Green, Mrs T Jones, Mrs R Baines, Mrs M. 
Macintosh, Mrs P Kynaston, Mrs I Hughes 
 

 


