
What’s on 
 
Throughout December 
Coton, Caldecote and 
Comberton 
Community Advent 
Calendars.  See note from 
Corin on Page 2. 

 
 
December 8th 
Al Saints’ Church 
Haslingfield   4:30 pm 
Family Carol Concert with 
Eversden Brass Band. 
Illuminations, Christmas 
music, carols, mince pies, 
soft drinks and hot punch. 
Free entry.  Refreshments 
by donation.  
Tel: 01223 871002 
friends@bgott.
orangehome.co.uk 
 

 
December 9th 
Harlton Church 4:00 pm 
Instant Nativity for Children 
by Candlelight. 
Short unrehearsed nativity 
play with carols. Come 
already dressed up if you 
can, but if not, some outfits 
will be provided. Everyone 
welcome. 
 
 

December 22nd 
Comberton Village Hall 
Men’s breakfast. Rev. Matt 
Watts from Christchurch, 
New Zealand, will be 
talking about the 
earthquake, geology and 
God.  More details from 
Rev Corin Redsell. 
 
 

January 4th 
St Mary’s Church 
Hardwick 10:30 am 
Epiphany Fun Morning. 
Family activities with story, 
singing and refreshments.  
Everyone welcome. To 
pre-register, contact Vicki 
on 01954 212349  
vickifarmer24@gmail.com 

 

From the start of December to mid 
January your Team Rector will be at the 
far end of the world. If that were not 
enough cause for rejoicing in itself, the 
added bonus is that Rev Matt Watts and 
his family will be in Comberton Vicarage 
through that time, sharing in worship in 
Comberton and Toft churches and 
catching up with their many friends in 
the area. 
 
Preparing for Christmas in New Zealand 
has raised all sorts of questions in my 
mind. Will it really feel like Christmas 
with early Summer sunshine and long 
light evenings? Do people in New 
Zealand sing carols like In the Bleak 
Midwinter? How is hearty Christmas 
food suited to the start of the Summer 
holidays? 
 
In fact, the Scriptures give us no 
indication of the time of year when 
Jesus was born, and the record of 
shepherds out in the hillsides with their 
flocks makes it unlikely that the birth of 
Jesus was in mid Winter. From the time 
of the later Roman empire onwards, 
Christians celebrated the birth of their 
Saviour in the middle of Winter because 
it was a time of year dominated by 
pagan festivals to mark the solstice.  

The hope they had, the light that shone 
in their darkness, was the Christ who 
had some into the world. 
 
In the deepest sense, the birth of Jesus 
was what turned the world upside down. 
It was unnoticed by most people at the 
time, with only Mary pondering its 
meaning and holding on to the 
memories, but the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus changed the world 
forever. 
 
I have never been to the Antipodes 
before, but friends there assure me you 
don't actually feel upside down. But the 
One who can turn our whole life upside 
down, challenge our values and 
priorities, take away our fears for the 
year ahead, keep us safe for eternity, 
came that first Christmas (whatever tie 
of year it was) and is with us now as we 
celebrate. 
 
May God bless us 
each one this 
Christmas time, and 
lead us into His 
good purposes in 
2013. 

Mike Booker, Mike Booker, Mike Booker, Mike Booker,     

Team RectorTeam RectorTeam RectorTeam Rector 
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Christmas Upside Down? 

   Lordsbridge Life 
              News from around the Lordsbridge Team Churches 

 
United Area Wide Service, at Comberton Leisure 
Alison Myers, vicar on the Lordsbridge Team, warmly 
welcomed several hundred adults and children gathered 
for this year’s United Area Wide service at Comberton 
Leisure. Here she is introducing the guest speaker, 
Revd Chris Duffett, President of the Baptist Union.  



Saints Alive Party, St Mary’s Church,  
Hardwick, 31st October 
 
Families in Hardwick and surrounding villages 
enjoyed learning about Saints and building their 
own stained glass window.  

Exciting News! 
 
Community Advent 
Calendars 
 
There will be three 
c omm u n i t y  A d v e n t 
calendars running during 
December within the 
Lordsbridge team. This 
exciting new initiative is 
intended to help residents 
reflect with the local church 
on Advent in engaging and 
creative ways. 
 
In both Coton and 
Caldecote, 'windows' for 
each community Advent 
calendar will be produced 
by individuals, families, 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o r 
businesses. In Coton this 
inc ludes the vi l lage 
gardening club, The 
Plough, Polhill Garden 
Centre, amongst others.  
 
In each case the party 
involved has chosen a day 
in December to take 
responsibility for. They will 
then create something to 
be displayed on that day 
somewhere on their 
premises: in a window, 
garden, part of the church, 
school grounds, and so on.  
 
A list of dates and venues 
will be distributed to 
residents so that they will 
know where to view each 
new addition to their village 
advent calendar during 
December. 
 
A similar project is running 
in Comberton with images 
created by local artists of 
all ages being unveiled in 
St Mary's Church on a daily 
basis. 
 
Do feel free to come and 
view the calendars in these 
villages. For more details in 
each case, please contact 
me. 
 
May we have an Advent of 
(re)discovery 
 
Corin Redsell 
corinredsell@lordsbridge.
org If you would like a news item included in the next edition in February, please 

email details to Vicki Farmer by Jan 25.           Email:  vickifarmer24@gmail.com 

Epiphany Pathways 
Journeying with the revealing God 

 
A morning of quiet reflection 

19 January 9:00 am - 12:30 pm 
Coton Parish Room, 70, High Street, Coton 

 
Limited spaces available 

Please contact Corin for further details and to book a place 
Corinredsell@lordsbridge.org 

Tel: 01954 212970 

 

Operation Christmas Child, Shoebox Appeal 
 

Several Lordsbridge churches created Christmas Child 
shoeboxes this year, some for the first time and the photo 
shows some of the boxes collected.  Most boxes from  this area 
will be packed and transported to the further reaches of Eastern 
Europe.  For more information, visit the website at:    
http://www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/ 

Recent Events……. 

 Remembrance Day Service, St Michael and All Angels, Caldecote 
 
On November 11th we gathered as a community of all ages to stop to think about the 
sacrifices 
others have 
made and 
continue to 
make on our 
behalf in 
conflict.  

 Events planned for the New Year……. 

 

Palm Sunday, 24 March 2013 
Harlton Church 

 

St John Passion by Bach,  
sung in English but with a full choir and soloists. 

This is not a concert but an act of worship, so no charge will be made for seats.   
Please contact John Helmsing at jandmhelmsing@hotmail.com  to reserve a seat. 

 

The Lordsbridge School of Theology  
Year 2 ‘Making Sense of the Bible’ 

 

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm on the first Sunday of the month 

Coton Parish Room  
 

Ten sessions from February 2013 

New Participants welcome  
(you are welcome to start even if you’ve not attended Year 1) 

 

Cost £10, including resources. To book a place, please  
contact Corin. Email:  corinredsell@lordsbridge.org 

A final note…….. 
 
We wish Mike 
Booker all the very 
best for the next six 
weeks during his 
church and house 
swap in New 
Zealand and we 
look forward to his 
return in January. 
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