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C h u r c h e s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  

 

 

C o m m u n i c a t i n g  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t   

w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  w e s t  C a m b r i d g e  
 

West Cambridge Christian Youth Ministries (WCCYM) is a registered charity. No: 1116603 

www.wccym.org - 01954 713995 - susie@wccym.org 
WCCYM is a partnership of village churches and exists to communicate  
the good news of Jesus Christ with young people in west Cambridge. 

Cambourne Church, Comberton Baptist Church, Hardwick Evangelical Church,  
Lords Bridge Ministry Team, Papworth Ministry Team. 
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Changes for 2012-2013   This year we have a few changes to the team: 

 

Amy Snaith is joining Hardwick Evangelical Church to work as a Youth 

work Intern for a year. Amy has just graduated from London School of 

Theology, where she completed a joint honours degree in Theology and 

Music.  
 

 

Jonathan Buwert will be working alongside Jon Sanders with the young 

people at Cambourne Church. Jonathan will be taking the ‘Engage’ course 

this year with Centre for Youth Ministry. He has just completed a degree in 

Electronics with Music at Glasgow University.  
 

 

Adrian Semerene (Comberton Baptist) is starting a Theology degree at London 

School of Theology, continuing to work with the young people in church. 

Kayleigh Prince (Comberton Baptist) is starting a degree with Centre for Youth 

Ministry, focussing on schools work as well as church youth work. 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WCCYM, CONTACT... 
WCCYM Co-ordinator – Susie Thomson  

01954 713995 / 07538 853609  www.wccym.org     Susie@wccym.org 

 

FOR INFORMATION ON YOUTH WORK IN THE LOCAL CHURCHES, CONTACT... 
 

                           
                                                                  

                                                           
 

 

                                        
               
     
                  
                                                                             

                                                         
 

 

                  
                  

 

  

  
 

CAMBOURNE CHURCH 
Jon Sanders, 07798 858302, jon.sanders@romseymill.org 
Jonathan Buwert, 07503 171869, jonathan.buwert@cambournechurch.org.uk 
 

COMBERTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
Adrian Semerene, 07794406825, adrian@c-b-c.org.uk 

Kayleigh Prince, 07411 275241, kayleigh@c-b-c.org.uk  
 

HARDWICK EVANGELICAL CHURCH  
Amy Snaith, 07814883724, amy.snaith@wccym.org 
 

LORDSBRIDGE TEAM MINISTRY  
Teresa Taylor, 07717 001429, ptc.taylor@btinternet.com  
 

PAPWORTH TEAM MINISTRY 
Rilla Molnar, 01954 713995, rilla@wccym.org 

http://www.wccym.org/
mailto:Susie@wccym.org
mailto:jon.sanders@romseymill.org
mailto:adrian@c-b-c.org.uk
mailto:adrian@c-b-c.org.uk
mailto:amy.snaith@wccym.org
mailto:ptc.taylor@btinternet.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome 
 

WCCYM turns 20 this year!  There have been many changes in the villages west of 

Cambridge over those years.  The most obvious change has been the transformation 

of an area of farmland into what is now Cambourne, which continues to grow and 

develop.  Comberton Village College must be nearly twice the size it was when 

WCCYM started in 1992, and now has a Sixth Form.  In September 2013, Cambourne 

Village College will open its doors to the first intake of students. Over the years 

WCCYM has sought to adapt to the changes whilst remaining true to its mission of 

“communicating the good news of Jesus Christ with young people in west 

Cambridge”.  That good news is shared through attitude, practical help and lifestyle as 

well as through discussion and the spoken word in a range of situations as you’ll see 

in this report. 

Thank you for your part in helping this happen through your giving, support and 

prayer, both as individuals and as local churches—working together for young people.  

And a huge thanks to the youth workers, paid and voluntary, who have given so much 

time and energy into the lives of young people.      Steve Gaze 

 pp WCCYM Management Team: Steve Gaze (Chair, Hardwick Evangelical Church), Stephen Terrell
 T

, (St Andrew’s, 

Caxton), Paul Gildersleve
 T

, Treasurer (St Helena & St Mary, Bourn), Mark Catley (Comberton Baptist Church),  Peter 

Wood (Cambourne Church), Mike Booker (Lords Bridge Team), Fiona Windsor 
T
  (Papworth Team), Susie Thomson 

(WCCYM).  Ruth Gildersleve is Secretary to the Management Team.      
 T

 indicates also a WCCYM Trustee
 

  

Who and What is WCCYM? 
 

West Cambridge Christian Youth Ministries (WCCYM) was established in 1992 to 

support Christian youth work for the villages of west Cambridge, initially focusing on 

the catchment area of Comberton Village College (CVC).  From the start, WCCYM 

has been supported mainly by local village churches and individuals.  It is, essentially, 

local churches working together to support youth work in a manner that they could not 

do individually.  That partnership includes the whole of the Anglican Bourn Deanery, 

and most of the churches from other Christian denominations within those villages.  

WCCYM is overseen by a Management Team which includes representatives from 

the partner churches. 

  

WCCYM employs Susie Thomson (4 days / wk) to deliver youth work herself, and to 

facilitate local church youth workers and volunteers to work together as team to 

deliver youth work in a range of settings including local church and community, joint 

initiatives, and various roles within CVC and Comberton Sixth Form.  This report 

highlights some of the main ways in which WCCYM has facilitated youth work over the 

past year as part of that church partnership.  It does not report on the great youth work 

done that is also done locally in churches and villages, some of which has developed 

as a result of WCCYM’s existence over the years. 

 

WCCYM Leaders (2011-2012) 
 

Susie Thomson works for WCCYM for 4 days a week. Two days are 

spent co-ordinating WCCYM activities which are run jointly across the 

churches. Two days are focussed on working in Comberton Village 

College. She is in the last year of her Masters in Youth and 

Community work with applied theology.  
 

Jon Sanders works part-time for Cambourne Church and part-time   

for Romsey Mill, also based in Cambourne. As well as his regular 

Cambourne activities, Jon has co-ordinated Ignite (having started it as 

a Cambourne project originally) and organised Soccer Sunday.  

   

Adrian Semerene heads up the youth work at Comberton Baptist 

Church. Until September 2012, Adrian was also working for Young 

Lives. Adrian took a lead role in running WCCYM’s ‘Sex Factor’ 

course, looking at sex and relationships from a Christian perspective. 

 

Kayleigh Prince has been working with Comberton Baptist Church on 

a gap year, volunteering with the youth work and also doing children’s 

work. Kayleigh was involved with WCCYM as a young person 

previously, and is going to be training to become a youth worker. 

 

Teresa Taylor works as a volunteer to co-ordinate the youth events for 

the Lordsbridge Team Ministry of Anglican churches, which covers 

eleven parishes in the Bourn Deanery. Teresa worked part-time 

teaching at Cambridge Regional College.  

 

Rilla Molnar has been working for the Papworth Team Ministry of 

Anglican churches for two days a week, which covers thirteen parishes 

in the Bourn Deanery. Rilla came to work for the Papworth Team when 

she had completed her degree with Centre for Youth Ministry. 

 

 

We have had numerous volunteers helping at different WCCYM events over the 

past year, for whom we are very grateful. 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WCCYM Information & Highlights 
 

Our monthly youth service was on the first Sunday of the 

month last year, meeting at Cambourne Church. We 

introduced a meal at the start of each ‘Thirst’, which was a great success! 

Many thanks to all the churches and individuals who provided these delicious 

meals for young people and leaders. We regularly had 30 to 50  

coming along (young people and leaders). Over the year, we had  

over 60 different young people come to Thirst, and at Summer  

Thirst in July we had an additional twelve young people who hadn’t  

been coming to Thirst previously. Topics included  

emotions such as Happiness and Worry, and Loving God  

and Loving your neighbour. Some speakers were from our  

local churches, and some were from further afield.   

 

 

Ignite is a Monthly event that looks to engage with 

young people outside of the church as well as  

those that come regularly to our activities. We want to help 

young people express themselves - how they're feeling, 

what they're thinking, and what they want to say to the world 

- through creative tools such as graffiti, music, art, filming, 

photography, etc. As well as this we have Pool, table tennis, 

Wii, pizza, smoothies and youtube. In June we held an 

Exhibition showing off all that the young people had done over the year. More 

than 80 young people attended Ignite over the course of the year. 

 

 

WCCYM weekend 

WCCYM weekend last year was at the end  

of January. We had a group of 36 young  

come along for the weekend to explore  

more about ‘Loving God and loving your  

neighbour’ (excellent sessions led by a team from ‘Pulse’, an organisation 

whose mission is ‘to enlarge and equip God’s Kingdom’). The young people 

were great at getting involved in all activities, including games, challenges, 

sports, craft, wide game, discussion and Bible study, go-karting and prayer. 

‘WCCYM’s Got Talent’ was a great hit, with some amazing gifts being shown.  

Finance 
 

WCCYM is funded mainly by local churches and individuals from the west 

Cambridge area.   We are very grateful to all those who give financially to support 

the work.  An outline summary of the accounts is shown below.  Most of the 

expenditure was on staff salaries, special events, travel and training.  Income 

from events included charges for the WCCYM weekend, Soul Survivor, and 

charges for socials, etc.  The increased commitment to staff and training meant 

that we ran a substantial deficit this year.  We have been able to underwrite this 

out of our reserves but this is not sustainable.  Going forward we need either to 

increase our income or reduce our expenditure.  

A copy of the audited accounts will be available from the treasurer, on request.   

 

 

Income: Total = £22,500 

 

 

Expenditure: Total = £29,285 

 

As we move into the new 

academic year, we are 

again very grateful to the all 

those churches and 

individuals who have 

promised to give to finance 

the work of WCCYM.  

 

If you would like to give 

towards the work of 

WCCYM, please contact:  

Paul Gildersleve 

WCCYM Treasurer 

Manor Farm  

14 Alms Hill 

Bourn, CB23 2SH 

Tel: 01954  718076 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schools work 
 

Some of the youth workers are involved with primary schools in their local 

communities, with Collective Worship and transition from Year 6 to secondary 

school. The secondary school work is focussed on Comberton Village College. 
 

Crossover 

We run two weekly lunchtime groups called ‘Crossover’ at CVC. The  

Year 7 and 8 group met on Mondays, and the Year 9 to 11 group met on  

Thursdays. Both groups regularly had 10-15 young people attending,  

with the younger group having a majority of boys, and the older group with a 

majority of girls. Both groups regularly had Christian and non-Christian young 

people coming along, all happy to discuss the Christian faith. 
 

Mentoring 

Some youth workers are involved in mentoring work at CVC. This is not an 

occasion to share our faith, but a chance to listen to a young person’s issues, 

and help them to work through any problems. Susie ran three groups last year 

for girls in different year groups. These groups were mainly to discuss issues of 

self esteem and confidence, and also included a chance to chat through any 

other issues the girls were going through.  
 

Other CVC involvement 

A group of us went in to help run sessions for the RPE (Religion,  

Philosophy and Ethics) day for Year 10s on relationships. The youth leaders ran 

a session on healthy relationships, and some of the church leaders ran a 

session on Marriage. Susie helped for three days on the Year 7 Beaumanor 

Activities week trip, which was a great way to build relationships with students 

and staff.  
 

CVC Sixth Form 

Last September saw the opening of the new Comberton Village  

College Sixth Form. This has provided great opportunities to  

serve the college in a different way, connecting with the young people and 

offering support. We set up a lunchtime group which is a chance to chat in a 

group over a cuppa, with a different person each week being in the ‘hot seat’, 

and being asked questions about life. We also ran a drop-in for individuals to  

                      come and chat about any issues. We set up a Reflective Space  

                      some lunchtimes to provide a quiet space, and encouraging         

                      spiritual development is something we would like to explore more. 

 

 

Girls’ Night In 

‘Girls’ Night In’ continued to meet during the year, once a month.  

This was usually at the Abantu tearoom at Bourn, thanks to the  

help of Wendy and Becky! A group of 6-8 met each month,  

having a cuppa and some cake, and discussing relevant issues. 

Each month there would be a different activity, including card  

making, clay, decoupage and other activities. 

 

 

Courses 

Two six-week courses were run in the last academic year. The first was a 

Discipleship course preparing for Confirmation and Baptism, which was held in 

October and November 2011. This course involved young people from different 

churches, exploring the Christian faith together, and then focussing specifically on 

confirmation or baptism at the end of the course. 

The second course was called ‘The Sex Factor’, 

and was held in February and March 2012. This 

was an opportunity to chat about issues 

surrounding sex and relationships, sometimes 

including some Bible study. 

 

 

Soul Survivor 
In August 2012, a group of 26 of us from the  

WCCYM area went to Soul Survivor, a Christian  

youth festival in Shepton Mallet. It was a great  

 time for young people and leaders to spend time 

                                    together, have fun, and  

                                    connect with God. It was a particularly significant time for        

                                    those who made commitments to God for the first time, and                     

                                    everyone was challenged and encouraged in some way.  

  

 

Soccer Sunday 

Soccer Sunday is a fortnightly football drop-in, engaging with a variety of young 

people in Cambourne, those we know in the community as well as the church. 

This is funded by Romsey Mill. 

 

 

 


